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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

41 STATE STREET 

ALBANY, NY 12231 

Local Law Filing 
 

(Use this form to file a local law with the Secretary of State.) 

 

Text of law should be given as amended.  Do not include matter being eliminated and do not use italics or 

underlining to indicate new matter. 

 

 Town of _____Oyster Bay___________________________________________________________ 

  

 

         Local Law No. ____________________ of the year     2017  

 

A local law entitled “A LOCAL LAW TO ADD CHAPTER 231- UNMANNED AIRCRAFT - TO  

THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF OYSTER BAY” 
 

  

Be it enacted by the      Town Board        of the 

        (Name of Legislative Body) 

 

 

Town         of  Oyster Bay        as follows:    

 

 

Section 1.   

ADD CHAPTER 231 – Unmanned Aircraft. 

Regulation of unmanned aircraft in vicinity of Town facilities.  

 

§231-1  Legislative Intent. 

 

 (A) The Town Board of the Town of Oyster Bay has determined that there has been a 

proliferation of the use of unmanned aircraft systems (commonly known as "drones" and 

"model aircraft") (UAS) in and around the Town of Oyster Bay. The Town Board also finds 

that the flying of these drones presents a noisy and potentially dangerous condition to the 

public and wildlife that may be present at Town facilities and that drone use at Town 

facilities is inconsistent with the establishment and maintaining of a safe and pleasing 

public environment. The Town Board further finds that it is in the public interest to limit the 

private use of such UAS in the vicinity of Town of Oyster Bay facilities.  

(B) The Town Board recognizes that the Federal Aviation Administration has authority to 

regulate the use of UAS by public entities as well as UAS used for commercial purposes 

and that no person shall operate a UAS for commercial purposes without the express 

permission of the FAA.  
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§231-2 Scope; applicability. 

(A) Scope: No UAS may be operated on, near, or above any Town Facility, as defined herein, 

by any private, commercial, or business person or entity without approval of such use from 

the Town of Oyster Bay, as evidenced by a permit issued by the Town Clerk. 

(B) Applicability: 

(i) The provisions of this chapter do not, and are not intended to, limit, replace, or circumvent 

any state or federal law, code, or regulation but, rather, are intended to supplement such 

legislation.  

(ii) Should any provision of this chapter be in conflict with any applicable state or local law, 

ordinance, code, or regulation, the more restrictive provision or requirement shall prevail.  

§231-3 Presumption. 

For purposes of this chapter, the following rebuttable presumption shall apply: The possession by 

any person of a UAS while on or in the vicinity of any Town of Oyster Bay facility creates the 

presumption that such UAS has been used in violation of this chapter subjecting the possessor of 

such UAS to all penalties provided for herein.  

§231-4 Definitions.  

As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

TOWN FACILITY  
Any park, beach, cemetery, property, building or repair facility, under the ownership or control 

of the Town of Oyster Bay, or any of the Town departments. 

UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM  
Any mechanical device which is airborne or may be caused to be airborne, including model 

airplanes and drones as well as any other similar mechanical device that is controlled by radio 

transmitter. 

 

§231-5 Enforcement. 

All employees of the Department of Planning & Development, the Department of Public Works, 

the Department of Highways, and the Department of Public Safety who are now or hereafter 

charged with the responsibility to perform inspection and/or enforcement duties with regard to 

the laws, codes, ordinances, rules and regulations within the general jurisdiction of their 

respective departments as well as police officers having jurisdiction are hereby further 

empowered to enforce the provisions of this chapter and to issue appearance tickets returnable in 

the District Court of Nassau County for violations thereof.  

§231-6 Penalties for offenses. 

(A) First offense: fine of $500 plus the cost of permit.  

(B) Second offense within one year of first offense: fine of $1,000 plus the cost of permit.  



 

 3 

 

(C) Third offense within 18 months of first offense: fine of $1,500 plus the cost of permit.  

§231-7 Permits. 

(A) Anyone seeking issuance of a special exception permit to operate a UAS, not otherwise 

permitted by another governmental authority, shall file an application with the Town Clerk 

on forms provided by the Town Clerk and pay the proscribed fee.  

(B) Filing period: An application for a permit shall be filed with the Town Clerk not less than 

15 days or more than 30 days prior to the date upon which the applicant proposes to conduct 

the activity.  

(C) Form: The application for a permit shall set forth the following information: 

(i) The name, address and telephone number of the person seeking to conduct such activity.  

(ii) If the activity is proposed to be conducted for, on behalf of or by an organization, the name, 

principal address and telephone number of the organization.  

(iii) The name, address and telephone number of the person or officers of the organization 

authorized to be responsible for the activity.  

(iv) The date when the activity is to be conducted.  

(v) The area over which the activity is proposed to be conducted as well as the starting point 

and the termination point.  

(vi) The number of persons who will be involved conducting the activity.  

(vii) The times when the activity is proposed to commence and terminate.  

(viii)The altitude of the proposed UAS flight.  

(ix) Description of any photographic, video and/or audio recording capabilities of the UAS as 

well as any attachments to the UAS.  

(D) Waiver of time limitation: The Town Clerk, where good cause is shown therefor, shall have 

the authority to consider any application hereunder which is filed less than 15 days prior to 

the proposed activity date.  

(E) The fee for such permit shall be $75.00 and may be adjusted from time to time by order of 

the then-seated Town Board.  

§231-8 Insurance requirement. 

(A) As part of the application for a permit to operate a UAS under the terms of this chapter, the 

applicant must provide proof of liability insurance, naming the Town of Oyster Bay as an 

additional insured, in the following minimum limits: 

(i) General liability: $1,000,000.  

(ii) Bodily injury: $500,000 individual.  
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(iii) Bodily injury: $1,000,000 single accident.  

(iv) Property damage: $500,000.  

§231-9 Standards for issuance:  

 The Town Clerk shall issue a permit as provided for hereunder when, from a 

consideration of the application and from such other information as may otherwise be obtained, 

he or she finds that: 

(A) The proposed activity will be orderly in character and not tend to disturb the public peace.  

(B) The conduct of the activity will not interrupt the providing of normal emergency services in 

the area.  

(C) The conduct of the activity will not interrupt the safe and orderly movement of traffic.  

§231-10 Alternative permit. 

The Town Clerk, in denying an application for a special exception permit, shall be empowered to 

authorize the conduct of the activity on a date, at a time different from that designated by the 

applicant. An applicant desiring to accept an alternate permit shall, within three days after notice 

of the action by the Town Clerk, file a written notice of acceptance with the Town Clerk. An 

alternate permit shall conform to the requirements of a permit under this chapter.  

§231-11 Notice to Town and other officials. 

(A) Immediately upon the issuance of a permit, the Town Clerk shall send a copy thereof to the 

following: 

(i) The Supervisor.  

(ii) The Councilmembers.  

(iii) The Commissioner of Parks.  

(iv) The Commissioner of the Department of Public Safety.  

(v) The Commissioner of Planning & Development.  

(vi) The Commissioner of Public Works.  

(vii) The Commissioner of General Services 

§231-12 Form of permit. 

(A) Each permit shall contain the following information: 

(i) The name and address of the person granted the permit.  

(ii) The name of the manufacturer, model number, and serial number of the UAS to be flown.  
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(iii) Description of any photographic, video and/or audio recording capabilities of the UAS as 

well as any attachments to the UAS.  

(iv) The date the activity is to be conducted.  

(v) The assembly area, the starting point and the termination point of the activity.  

(vi) The starting time and the approximate time the activity is to terminate.  

(vii) The area in and over which the UAS will be operated.  

§231-13 Duties of permittee. 

(A) A permittee hereunder shall comply with all permit terms and conditions and with all 

applicable laws and ordinances.  

(B) The person granted the permit shall have the permit in his/her immediate possession at all 

times during the conduct of the activity and shall display the same upon demand of any 

person authorized to enforce this chapter.  

§231-14 Conduct of permittee. 

Permittee shall operate the authorized UAS in a manner consistent with the permit issued by the 

Town of Oyster Bay.  

§231-15 Exceptions.  

The above prohibition shall not apply to the use of drones for active law enforcement purposes, 

or where the same is authorized by license or permit under the laws and regulations of the United 

States of America, the State of New York, or under the regulations of the Town of Oyster Bay, 

or as a function of the Town’s Department of Public Safety, or for which permission has been 

previously granted by the appropriate governing body, board, agency or commission having 

authority to grant such permissions.  

Section 2.   SEQRA Determination.  It is hereby determined pursuant to the provisions of the 

State Environmental Quality Review Act, 8 N.Y.E.C.L. Section 101 et seq. and its implementing 

regulations, Part 617 of 6 N.Y.C.R.R., that the adoption of this local law is a “Type II” Action 

within the meaning of Section 617.5 (c)(20) of 6 N.Y.C.R.R., pertaining to “routine or 

continuing agency administration and management, not including new programs or major 

reordering of priorities that may affect the environment” and, accordingly, is of a class of actions 

which do not have a significant effect on the environment and no further review is required. 

 

Section 3.   Severability.  If any section, subdivision or provision of this local law or the 

application thereof to any person or circumstance be adjudged invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, such judgment shall be confined in its operation to the section, subdivision or 

provision of or application directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment shall 

have been rendered and shall not affect or impair the validity of the remainder of this local law, 

or the application thereof to other persons or circumstances. 

 

Section 4.  This local law shall become effective immediately upon filing with the Secretary 

of State. 
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 (Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and 

strikeout that which is not applicable). 
 

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only). 

 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. _____________ of 2017    

of the Town of Oyster Bay was duly passed by the Town Board on _____________ 2017, in accordance 

with the applicable provisions of law.  

 

 

    ____________________________________________________ 

    Clerk of the Town of Oyster Bay 

     

(Seal)    Date:  _____________________, 2017  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Certification to be executed by Town Attorney). 

 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

COUNTY OF     NASSAU  

 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing local law contains the correct text and that all proper 

proceedings have been had or taken for the enactment of the local law annexed hereto. 

 

    ____________________________________________________ 

    Signature 

     Town Attorney       

    Title 

     

    Town of         Oyster Bay      

     

    Date:      2017 
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