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SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Good morning, 

ladies and gentlemen.  Welcome to the Oyster Bay 

Town Board meeting.  Welcome to the Oyster Bay Town 

Board meeting of Tuesday, October 2, 2018.  Welcome 

to Town Hall.  

To lead us in prayer, please welcome 

our good friend, Rabbi Jaimee Shalhevet from North 

Shore Synagogue in Syosset.

Rabbi, please step forward.  

(Whereupon, a prayer was recited by 

Rabbi Jaimee Shalhevet.) 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you, Rabbi.  

Thank you so much.  

And to lead us in the Pledge of 

Allegiance, please join us in welcoming 

distinguished Vietnam War Veteran Specialist Fourth 

Class Bob Shelby of Oyster Bay.  Bob served from 

1967 to 1969.  

Bob, the podium is yours.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance 

was recited by Bob Shelby.) 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you so 

much.  

Bob, we can't thank you enough for your 

dedicated service and your service to our nation in 
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defense of America and our freedoms.  You are one 

of our hometown heroes.  And we thank you for all 

that you continue to do for us.  

Now, please join us in a moment of 

silence for our men and women in the United States 

Armed Forces serving here in the homeland and 

abroad, and in recognition of the men and women in 

law enforcement and all of our emergency 

responders.  May God bless and protect them all. 

(Whereupon, a moment of silence was 

observed.) 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you.  

Bob, thanks again for being with us and 

to all of you.  Thank you so much for being with us 

and for all you do.  

(Applause.) 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Please be seated.

This morning, we have a number of 

guests and we'd like to start of by welcoming 

Christine McCarthy and her son, Christopher, who 

together completed the Town of Oyster Bay's Summer 

Reading Challenge.

Christopher is an autistic second 

grader at Central Boulevard Elementary School in 

Bethpage, and we couldn't be more proud of him.  My 
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colleagues and I on the Town Board and in town 

government issued this Summer Reading Challenge to 

elementary school children throughout the Town.  

We advanced this program because 

teachers have indicated that students who read 

during the Summer perform better in their studies 

in the Fall and have better outcomes nationally.  

At the end of the Summer, those who completed 

40 days of reading earned a Town "Excellence in 

Reading" certificate.  

Christine sent to a note saying how 

appreciative she was that the Town offered this 

program and how terrific it was and how it 

motivated Christopher to read each night.

Christine, it is our pleasure to 

welcome you and Christopher and your family to Town 

Hall.  

Would you like to say a few words? 

MS. McCARTHY:  My husband would.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Please step 

forward.  

MR. McCARTHY:  First, tell everybody 

thank you.  

Say thank you.  

CHRISTOPHER McCARTHY:  Thank you.
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SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  You're welcome, 

thank you.  

MR. McCARTHY:  I just want to thank 

Esther for that phone call that she gave my wife 

that day.  My wife was crying for like three days, 

so -- and it's a great honor.  

Joe, you do a lot for the challenger 

and Christopher -- it wasn't easy getting the 40 

days, but he did it, and we're very proud of him.  

His grandparents came today. 

MS. McCARTHY:  He looked so forward to 

just taking it off the wall every night and signing 

it, and he wouldn't lie.  If he didn't read that 

day, we had to put the X.

Because what happens when you like, 

Chris? 

CHRISTOPHER McCARTHY:  Your nose grows.  

Silly.  

MS. McCARTHY:  What happens if you 

don't read?  

CHRISTOPHER McCARTHY:  Mush. 

MS. McCARTHY:  Your brain gets mush.  

That's why we have to read.  Little tricks that 

work for us.

MR. McCARTHY:  We thank you, everybody.
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Joe, thank you for the special needs.  

You're always involved and you're there for us and 

we appreciate it.  

MS. McCARTHY:  Yeah, we see you at all 

the sports, too.  

We get Christopher involved in other 

special needs; lacrosse, track, baseball.  

MR. McCARTHY:  Challenger Leagues.  

It's a great program.  

MS. McCARTHY:  And we see you there and 

you're throwing out pitches, so we just thank you 

very much.

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  We are very happy 

to have you here.  

And, Christopher, we talk about 

leadership a lot in government and you see it on 

television in some ways that are, from time to 

time, promoting leadership, and I want you to know 

that all of us, the elected officials of this Town, 

understand and realize that you are a true leader.  

We gave you a challenge and you stepped 

up, and now you can say to all the other kids in 

school, follow what I'm doing and your brain won't 

go to mush.  

MS. McCARTHY:  Thank you.
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CHRISTOPHER McCARTHY:  Thank you.

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Let's give them 

all a hand.  

(Applause.)  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  I would like to 

ask Councilwoman Michelle Johnson to present you 

with this Town Citation, and I'd like to also like 

to take this moment to thank everyone on the Town 

Board who has been so instrumental.  

I know Rebecca Alesia has been pushing 

for reading challenges and pushing the issue of 

reading, and all of the parents on this Town Board, 

and we thank them very much for motivating young 

people to read.  

So if Michelle Johnson would present 

the Cite, we'll all join you by the rail for a 

photo with a very smart young man.  

(Applause.)

(Whereupon, a Town Citation was 

presented.) 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you.  

On the Oyster Bay -- let's have another 

hand for Christopher as he's leaving.  Good job. 

(Applause.) 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Reading is fun 
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and fundamental.  And to learn more about 

education, I would like to point out that we are 

very fortunate on this Town Board in Oyster Bay 

because we have two members who are residents of 

the Plainview-Old Bethpage School District, so we 

will now call on one of them, Councilwoman Rebecca 

Alesia, for a very special presentation.  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Thank you, 

Supervisor.  

So we are honored to be joined today by 

both myself and Councilman Imbroto's most local 

Superintendent.  Dr. Lorna Lewis was just recently 

recognized to be the presiding officer of the 

New York State Council of School Superintendents as 

president of their organization, so we wanted to 

recognize her today.  

She is the first woman of color to hold 

the office.  She is representing more than 800 top 

education leaders statewide.  And I have to say on 

a personal note, it is very difficult to be a 

leader in Plainview-Old Bethpage because we have 

such an educated population there and people 

really -- they do not let even a single thing slip 

by without notice.  

And I think nobody knows that better 
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than Dr. Lewis.  Lou and I have a pretty good idea, 

but nobody knows it better than Dr. Lewis, who is 

dealing with parents, administrators, faculty, 

children, day in, day out, and does it with class 

and finesse and just an incredible and outstanding 

job.  

We could not be prouder to have you as 

a representative of our local community and we are 

so honored to have you here today, and we'd like to 

recognize you on behalf of your service.  

How about a hand for Dr. Lorna Lewis, 

folks? Come on.  

(Applause.) 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  So if my 

colleagues would like to join me at the podium, we 

have a Citation. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Congratulations, 

Doctor.  

(Whereupon, a Town Citation was 

presented.) 

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Congratulations.  

(Applause.) 

DR. LEWIS:  Thank you.  Thank you.

^  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you again.  
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Now, moving on to the business of the 

day, we promised a new day in the Town of Oyster 

Bay and through our budget process, we are 

continuing to prove it.  

We are updating now our residents as we 

prepare for the 2019 Proposed Town Budget that was 

recently submitted on time to the -- all the 

processes involved in our budget, and we're 

beginning that process, as I stated.  This budget 

reflects the successes that we have achieved over 

the past 20 months.  

We're very proud of the milestones this 

administration and Town Board have made in 

returning fiscal stability to the Town of Oyster 

Bay, and not just in a marginal way; in a 

tremendous way.  Together, we've instilled fiscal 

discipline that has led to responsible budgeting 

practices for our Town and for our Town's future.  

We have reduced the total debt of the 

Town by a record $135 million, and that's the net, 

while cutting property taxes by $1.3 million in 

2018, the first Town property tax reduction in more 

than two decades.  

Our overall success was recognized by 

the Wall Street firm, Standard and Poor's Global 
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Ratings earlier this year when the Town received an 

upgrade in its bond rating back up to investment 

grade.  And we know one on our trajectory, we will 

be seeing more increases in the Town's bond rating. 

This recognition is a testament to the 

hard work of our union employees, our managers, our 

administrators, and my colleagues on the Town 

Board.  We have left behind the years of fiscal 

instability thanks to our stronger financial 

management, our record breaking debt reduction 

initiatives, greater efficiencies, and innovative 

programs designed to better serve residents, and, 

most importantly, save the taxpayers more money.  

We will continue to govern this Town 

with fiscal conservative budgeting practices that 

place the upmost importance on protecting your 

wallet and continuing to provide the best services 

in a very efficient way.  We run the Town like a 

business, and we put the taxpayers first.  We will 

continue to work for you, our residents.  

Now, this 2019 budget proposal, we have 

a preliminary budget.  And the way the law works 

is, it's presented to the Town Clerk's Office where 

we get it stamped in, and then this is the meeting 

where the Town Board votes to accept it.  And at 
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that point, it transfers into a -- from a 

preliminary budget to a proposed budget.  

And then what happens is with the 

assistance of our Town Board members and input from 

the Town Board, we schedule a public hearing and 

then we hold the public hearing and that will be 

coming up.  I have my date on that.  Thank you.  

Thank you, Tony.  That comes up on the 

16th of October, and we'll have a day meeting that 

starts at 10:00 a.m., and repeat the process at a 

night meeting that starts at 7:00 p.m. right here 

in Oyster Bay Town Hall.  In this way, we give 

every opportunity for the public to hear about it, 

to weigh in, to comment, and it's all a very 

transparent budget process. 

So, again, that -- today is the day we 

vote to bring the budget in, not to accept it, but 

these are all stages in the process, and then that 

budget vote comes after the budget hearings, after 

the input of all the Board members and after the 

process is very public, but we will be voting to 

pass a budget prior to the 6th as promised, as we 

did last year, and we will be -- it's not mandated 

by law to pass it before Election Day, but we 

realize that's the right thing to do, we did that 
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last year, and we will continue that practice.  

A little bit of the highlights, and 

this is very exciting.  We're real proud of this.  

The 2019 proposed budget of the Town of Oyster Bay 

allocates $1.2 million less in spending.  The Town 

of Oyster Bay will be spending less in 2019 than we 

did in 2018.  

While other municipalities are 

wrestling to raise property taxes and dealing with 

the unfunded mandates that come on health care and 

pension contributions that are mandated by the 

State that we have no control over, in 2019, after 

having cut $1.3 million, the Town of Oyster Bay 

presented the first property tax cut in more than 

two decades.  That's right.  This 2019 proposed 

Town budget continues to sustain with a $1.3 

million property tax cut approved by the Town Board 

for 2018 by implementing a new budget that freezes 

property taxes in 2019.  

So to boil that all down, the 2019 

proposed budget holds the line, no property tax 

increase and cuts spending while continuing to 

reduce the Town's debt.  

This tax freeze is possible thanks to a 

$10 million reduction in debt service payments, 
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internal controls which limit new spending, and a 

downsized workforce.  

In fact, the proposed budget includes a 

savings of $11 million in full-time salaries, when 

compared to 2016, due to the elimination of 150 

positions.  So that's a reduction of spending of 

$11 million in full-time salaries.  

The full-time workforce in 2019 has 

been reduced from a high of about 1,250 employees 

nearly seven years ago to just below 1,000 

employees in the Town of Oyster Bay.  This 

20 percent workforce reduction saves significant 

dollars in terms of salary and pension costs for 

this generation and future generations.  

Just to underscore again, the State 

mandates on every municipality, the health care 

costs which go up to staggering amounts, that way 

outpace inflation, and of course, all those pension 

costs.  

Reducing the workforce is the right 

thing to do for our taxpayers, and I want to thank 

our Town employees who are stepping up, who are 

working harder, who are doing more with less in 

order to meet our goals, and are working hand in 

hand with us.  
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We're very, very proud of our Town 

employees, our workforce, who recognizes what the 

right thing to do is for our taxpayers and 

recognizes bringing the highest level of services, 

and they continue to do that. 

Despite this workforce reduction, the 

Town of Oyster Bay is delivering better services at 

less cost.  Unfortunately, Town operating costs 

continue to rise, as I mentioned, due to the State 

mandated expenses, health care, pension 

contributions, and by the way, the Town has to pay 

the MTA payroll tax, which is very, very 

unfortunate.  

Without getting deeply into it, I was 

in Albany when that MTA -- unfair MTA payroll tax 

was thrust on us.  Our service is getting better, 

are the trains on time every time, and yet we have 

to pay more and more.  Very unfair to the Town, but 

we recognize we have to pay that by law, we're 

doing that, and still holding the line on taxes and 

reducing spending. 

That said, the spending that is under 

our control continues to decline and that is why 

this proposed budget allocates $1.2 million less, a 

reduction in Town spending of $1.2 million as 
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compared to the 2018 budget.  We will continue to 

constrain government spending that is under our 

control while delivering the important services our 

residents have come to expect and deserve. 

I want to thank all of my colleagues, 

especially my colleagues on the Town Board.  The 

Town Board and I have taken on the fiscal 

challenges of historic proportions and have moved 

forward by implementing spending reductions and 

landmark ethics reforms that together, have laid 

the groundwork for our future.  

Our Town is delivering better services 

with fewer employees and at less cost to taxpayers.  

As these savings have been achieved throughout Town 

government, we'd also like to thank all of our 

department heads and our administration who are 

working so hard, so diligently to cut costs and yet 

continue the services our residents expect and 

deserve. 

I can assure you without a shadow of a 

doubt, the Town Board and I continue to constrain 

the way in which government spends money.  While 

challenges always remain, we can and will continue 

to provide affordable government for our taxpayers 

while working tirelessly to make the Town of Oyster 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

 Town Board Town of Oyster Bay   October 2, 2018

ON TIME COURT REPORTING
516-535-3939

17

Bay an even better place to live, to work, and to 

raise a family. 

Now, before we move forward with our 

attendance and beginning with our hearings and the 

work of the day, we have just a few messages that 

are very important for the public.

First, we'd like to remind you that we 

continue to collect items for victims of Hurricane 

Florence.  I thank everyone who has made a donation 

thus far.  You can get information on the Town 

website, you can call Public Information, but we 

ask people to reach into their hearts through their 

generosity to help those.  We got a lot of help 

when Superstorm Sandy hit us, and now it's our time 

to pay back our other -- our neighbors in America.

Next, our Town is embarking upon a 

military DVD collection drive, which is a new and 

unique program that supports our servicemen and 

women.  From October through November, the Town is 

asking for residents to donate movies on DVD, which 

will then be shipped to our troops stationed 

overseas.  The Town has placed DVD drop location 

boxes at four separate locations throughout the 

Town.  

I thank everyone in advance for 
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supporting this great new program, and we will 

continue to serve our military personnel and we 

will continue to work with the public for our 

troops because we appreciate them and we will 

always keep them in our thoughts.  

Now that we're into the Fall, there are 

lots of Fall activities going on.  A moment ago, I 

talked to you about our budget.  I told you that 

our budget holds the line on taxes and cuts 

spending while protecting the services.  

Well, these announcements are just some 

of the services that are Town continues to provide; 

most of them at no cost.  

We'll host a free family skate night in 

Bethpage on Saturday, October 6th, in recognition 

of Bullying Awareness Month.  Together, we'll be 

putting bullying on ice.  

Our distinguished artists concert 

series begins in October at our local libraries.  A 

full list of free musical performances is available 

online at oysterbaytown.com, and I suggest everyone 

visit oysterbaytown.com, see about all our programs 

and then join us at these incredible free shows. 

On Monday, October 15th, the Town will 

partner with Drugs Free Long Island and the Nassau 
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County Police Department to collect old 

medications.  Shed your meds while visiting us at 

Marjorie Post Park in Massapequa.  

On Saturday, October 20th, we invite 

residents to a free family Fall and Halloween 

festival.  That's also located at Marjorie Post 

Park.  We've had huge crowds at this event.  That's 

Saturday, October 20th in the afternoon.  A great 

way to enjoy the holiday in safety with a lot of 

fun and I thank Community and Youth Services for 

the incredible job you do each and every year on 

this program.  We know this year will be wonderful. 

On Sunday, October 21st, the next day, 

we will host the First Annual Haunted Trails 

Halloween Costume Parade at the Town dog park in 

Massapequa from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., and we 

invite residents to enter our lottery for tickets 

to the free holiday concerts being hosted in 

December at the Tilles Center.  

These are just some of the free and 

wonderful program -- programs that the Town affords 

residents because, as I said in the beginning, we 

work for them.  So we're going to have a very 

exciting budget season.  

Again, the Town is presenting, we're 
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going through the process of listening to the 

public, working with our Town Board members, and 

presenting a budget that holds the line on taxes, 

reduces spending significantly, well over a million 

dollars, saves $10 million in debt service, 

continues to meet all of our responsibilities, and 

continues to significantly, significantly pay down 

the debt of the Town of Oyster Bay.  

So I thank you for listening as we show 

the public that it is a new day in the Town of 

Oyster Bay.

(TIME NOTED:  10:36 A.M.)
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SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Now, would the 

Clerk please poll the Board?   

MR. ALTADONNA:  Supervisor Saladino?  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Present. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Councilman Muscarella?  

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  Here. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Councilman Macagnone?  

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Here, Mr. Clerk. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Councilwoman Alesia?  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Here.  

Good morning, Jim. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Good morning. 

Councilwoman Johnson?  

COUNCILWOMAN JOHNSON:  Here.

MR. ALTADONNA:  Councilman Imbroto?  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Present. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Councilman Hand?  

COUNCILMAN HAND:  Here. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Would you like me to 

read the first hearing? 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Yes, please.  

MR. ALTADONNA:  Hearing P-6-18; to 

consider the application of Sunrise Mall, LLC for a 

Special Use Permit to establish an interactive 

aquarium at premises located at One Sunrise Mall, 
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Massapequa, New York (M.D. 9/4/18 #14).  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you.  

Good morning.  

MR. BAKER:  Good morning, Supervisor, 

Members of the Board.  

My name is Daniel Baker from the law 

firm Certilman Balin Adler & Hyman, LLP, located at 

90 Merrick Avenue, East Meadow, New York 11554.  

Again, good morning.  I am appearing 

today on behalf of the applicant and owner of the 

Sunrise Mall, which is Sunrise Mall, LLC as well as 

Seaquest Interactive Aquariums, who is the user of 

the space that is the subject of this application.  

I'm joined by representatives of both 

Sunrise Mall and Seaquest, as well as our design 

professionals from Bolar Engineering and Atlanta 

Traffic and Design.  

After I give my overview, I will ask 

the CEO of Seaquest to speak more about the 

operation of the Seaquest Aquarium, and we will 

have our design professionals available for any 

questions you might have as to any technical items 

that either I can't answer or Vince Covino from 

Seaquest can't answer.  

Our application today is for a special 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

 Town Board Town of Oyster Bay   October 2, 2018

ON TIME COURT REPORTING
516-535-3939

4

use permit to allow Seaquest to come into the mall, 

which is an interactive aquarium, as I mentioned.

I know that the Board is familiar with 

Sunrise Mall.  I have appeared before you on a 

number of occasions for applications like this to 

add new, and in recent years, creative uses to the 

mall. 

I won't get into crazy detail because 

we've discussed this, but malls like Sunrise Mall 

are changing at a fast pace, not only here in the 

Town of Oyster Bay, but throughout the country.  

That's just the nature of retail as it exists.  So 

as we have seen in our applications in the past, 

uses such as restaurant and other entertainment 

attractions are being added to compliment the 

existing retail and, hopefully, offer opportunity 

for new and better retail outlets to come to places 

like Sunrise Mall. 

Recently, we have been before you to 

get approvals for restaurants, and most recently, 

Dave and Buster's, which has now been open and 

operating and with great success.  I'm happy to say 

that all the things the Board has approved, 

including the fitness center a number of years ago, 

are being well utilized and really have been a shot 
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in the arm up to this mall, which is always getting 

better and better.  

Seaquest is an interactive aquarium 

with varying exhibits displaying live animals and 

is open to the public as well as available for 

private parties, events and sleepovers.  The space 

within the mall is approximately 27,300 square feet 

and is located in the lower level near Macy's, and 

can be shown on the site plan that was provided 

with the application documents. 

It's currently vacant space.  There was 

a prior approval for a mixed restaurant/bowling- 

type facility.  That use never came to fruition, so 

it has been sitting idle for a number of years.  

This will be a great addition should it be approved 

and go into the space.  

Seaquest is currently operating in five 

states and will open three more by 2019.  The 

exhibits that they have recreate environments from 

all over the world and include hundreds of 

different animals and species, including fish, 

reptiles and birds.  Displays are interactive and 

include educational presentations, the feeding of 

various animals, and other ways for the guest to 

interact with the displays. 
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Seaquest is open seven days a week 

during typical mall hours and hosts things like 

school field trips, birthday parties, and other 

private events such as sleepovers for Boy Scouts 

and Girl Scouts.  I'll get into that a little bit 

more and Mr. Covino can also get into much more 

detail than I will.

A small number of the animals that are 

on exhibit are considered by the Town Clerk under 

Section 103 and Article 2 as dangerous animals.  

While that is the description that the Town Code 

gives, it's a little bit of a misnomer for purposes 

here.  There are no animals that can do anything 

that would be fatal, that would hurt anybody in any 

significant way, and that is by design.  Again, 

Mr. Covino can speak to this more, but I will 

stress that all the animals that are here are 

secured.  The people that work here are trained to 

make sure that they are secured, and I'm happy to 

say that over all of the sites that Seaquest 

operates throughout the country, they have never 

had an animal escape from one of their containment 

areas or do anything that has been problematic. 

And, of course, there are standard 

operating procedures that are in place to take care 
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of all this.  We presented some of that with our 

package.  The Town staff has reviewed this and 

asked us questions.  We have given that, and 

certainly we can address any questions that the 

Board might have.  This includes the event that 

there might be a bite, sting or other injury.  

Again, the staff is well equipped to 

handle all of this in the event that it goes beyond 

that scope and there's a need for medical 

attention.  There are protocols in place that would 

handle that.  If there is any need for notifying 

appropriate authorities, whether it's Nassau County 

Health Department or anybody else, those protocols 

will be in place as well. 

A couple more things before I hand it 

off to Mr. Covino.  There will be food at this 

site, but it is prepackaged and there will be no 

cooking on site.  There is no alcohol involved with 

this use whatsoever.  The employees total, 85, but 

would be approximately 28 at any given time, and 

these are the management people or what are called 

team members.  These are the handlers of the 

animals, the people who are walking around and 

giving the educational information to children and 

guests and working the displays.  
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I mentioned before that there are 

sleepovers, just so the Board understands, these 

are usually geared towards Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 

and groups like this.  When something like that 

happens, it will usually start at about 7:00 or 

8:00 at night and run 'til 8:00 or 8:30 in the 

morning.  These sleepovers are supervised by 

Seaquest staff as well as adults from the group 

that is coming in.  

In addition, mall security is alerted 

when things like this will occur so that they are 

on notice and can be available as necessary.  As 

we've mentioned before in our presentations on 

these types of hearings, the mall has 24/7 

security.  There are always two people on site, one 

who is typically in the office in the mall and one 

who was out on patrol, either within the mall or on 

the outside. 

I want to talk about one more issue 

before I hand it over.  Again, most of the 

technical issues were addressed in the documents 

that we supplied to planning and environmental 

staff and, you know, have made their 

recommendations based on that.  

But I do want to touch on traffic and 
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parking.  We did prepare a report by our expert, 

Atlantic Traffic and Design.  They have prepared 

reports for just about every application that I've 

been involved with and we update as we go.  

So, in this case, there is a need to -- 

what I will say -- enhance our parking -- existing 

parking variance, so we will be going to the Zoning 

Board, presumably after we get approval from this 

Board. 

And while there is an increase in the 

need for parking based on this use, it is not 

significant.  Atlantic Traffic has determined that 

this project will not result in a significant 

impact on either traffic or parking.  And just so 

you have some numbers on parking, currently, based 

on the last approval, the requirement for parking 

was 6,088 spaces while there are 5,775 provided on 

site.  

As a result of this application, the 

requirement will increase from 6,088 to 6,290, 

that's 214 space increase, while we will still have 

the same number of 5,775 provided.  

Atlantic Traffic has determined in 

their report, and based on their review, the most 

spaces that would be needed at any given time, and 
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particularly at the peak time, which is 

traditionally the holidays in December, would be 

3,919 spaces, leaving 1,800 available.  

We are working on getting that to be a 

little closer by bringing great applications that 

we thing, like this, but the reality is that this 

mall is not utilized to its max.  The parking is 

always available and there's never been any problem 

there.  

So at this time, I'd like to ask 

Mr. Covino to come up.  He can speak to more of the 

operational issues and one that he will really, I 

think, specifically speak to is how they interact 

with community and charitable organizations.  They 

have a strong philosophy.

In doing so, I know that is appreciated 

by the Town and even expected and should be 

something that a good partner in the Town would do.  

So with that, I'd ask Vince Covino to 

come up and speak. 

MR. COVINO:  Thank you.  

It is nice to be here from Boise, 

Idaho.  I have a handout with some pictures and 

some articles if I could pass those out and you 

might need to share a few of those.  I printed nine 
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copies. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Could you just 

start off by giving us your full name and your 

title for the record, please?  

MR. COVINO:  Yes, sir.  

Vincenzo Gabrielli Covino.  You see a 

lot Johnsons and maybe Hand in Idaho, but -- 

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Obviously, your 

firm did their research.  

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  They picked the 

right man.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you.  

MR. COVINO:  This was not planned.  I'm 

kind of surprised here.  

I'm the CEO and founder of Seaquest.  

We've had about -- oh, I don't know, maybe 

5 million visitors in aquariums that I've built 

over the last five years and it's been an exciting 

process for us.  

I -- before that, I was a financial 

planner and decided to, no offense, to take off my 

suit and ties and decided to do something that my 

six children and I would really enjoy doing.  And 

so we've -- we've really enjoyed that.  We spend 

all our Spring breaks going to our various Seaquest 
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sites and playing there.  

Most of the pictures that you'll see in 

here are pictures of my children, actually.  

Marketing might use different ones, but when I when 

I get to choose which pictures to use, I choose the 

ones of my family.  

So the idea with the Seaquest is to 

take a journey around five different continents to 

contrast the Caribbean islands with the Egyptian 

desert and the animals that are found there, to go 

through the Amazon rain forest and Mayan jungles, 

to experience an Icelandic fishing village.  

We actually have a section in our 

amazon, an enclave where we have lots of fossils 

and dinosaur statues and we talk about animal 

extinction.  We have a few -- if you go into our 

Creatures of Light exhibit, we have axolotl, which 

are actually bredded in my living room, and they 

will be extinct in the wild in the year 2020.  So 

if you want to see an axolotl, you'll have to come 

to an aquarium to see one.  And so we've been 

propagating those.  We've been successfully 

propagating those for about seven years now.  

Maybe just a moment I'll talk on 

Seaquest Cares and what we do there and would love 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

 Town Board Town of Oyster Bay   October 2, 2018

ON TIME COURT REPORTING
516-535-3939

13

to answer your questions and hear what you'd like 

me to speak to more specifically.  

But I know Seaquest Cares is going to 

be something -- going to be of interest and is 

going to have a significant impact.  We'll have 

somewhere around 300- to 500,000 people visit each 

site each year, and this site, we hope it's more, 

but somewhere in that range.  Maybe 10 percent of 

those will be field trip students.  

And I think I saw a set of blueprints 

up there for our site.  Every room, Amazon, 

Iceland, Caribbean, has something that has an 

undertone for conservation, for preservation, 

whether we're talking about clean energy with solar 

power and windmills that go back 1,500 years that 

we're now, in 2018, looking at more -- with more 

interest.  We talk about sustainable fishing.  

We teach through an aquaculture exhibit 

that's live where students come in and everybody -- 

but especially students, not one field trip student 

will come through without learning about 

conservation and learning about overfishing.  

In the year 2050, about 80 percent of 

the fish in our oceans will be gone, and many of 

those species will be extinct forever.  Like the 
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axolotl -- pardon me.  

They'll see an exhibit of aquaculture 

where we create sustainable fishing.  In other 

words, we have an exhibit where we raise plants and 

those plants give off nitrogen and the nitrate -- 

we teach about the nitrogen cycle and biology.  

This is very stem focused, and then that trickles 

down into an exhibit that grows fish.  And the fish 

then contribute to the nutrients that then circle 

back up and feed the plants.  

Students learn about this.  They learn 

about shark finning where 100 million sharks per 

year are killed just for their fins.  Their fins 

are chopped off with a 2 or 3 percent of the body 

mass of the shark.  They're thrown back, live, back 

into the ocean, and die a very slow painful death 

so that this $100 fancy soup can be served.  This 

is a devastating effect on the ecosystems and 

sharks are being decimated.  

So that is a small sampling of some of 

the things that we're able to teach these field 

trip students as they come through.  

The Seaquest Cares nonprofit arm of 

Seaquest makes it possible by subsidizing and 

providing free and discounted field trips for Title 
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One school children, where they're able to come and 

experience field trips, and regardless of the 

financial circumstances of that district.  

This has allowed us to have tens and 

tens of thousands of field trippers come to our 

facilities every single year.  And they spend about 

90 minutes there learning about conservation, 

learning about the different animals, and then they 

go back over the next several weeks and they learn 

more about these animals.  They learn more about 

reptiles and amphibians, and they have an 

incredible point of reference because when they 

come, they're feeding all of these animals.  

They're literally hand feeding them, and something 

happens when you hand feed an animal.  

In fact, if you look, oh, maybe the 

third or fourth page, I think put in here, a 

picture maybe near the end probably, on the top of 

a family there with lorikeets.  Those are rainbow 

lorikeets, and they're on the heads and the arms of 

this family, and that happens to every family that 

comes in.  That's every guest.  

And when they have that sort of 

relationship or when they feed an otter, a little 

Asian small clawed otter, by hand, they understand 
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what happened in the Exxon-Valdez oil spill at a 

completely different point of reference, when 1,250 

sea otters were killed and where 250,000 migratory 

birds were killed.  They understand the importance 

of the environment, and they now have a vested 

interest because of that tactile relationship.  

We also find that because of the 

interaction, they spend several hours at our site 

and -- so that's been -- there's been a very 

positive for us to see parents after three or four 

hours trying to drag their kids out, because they 

love the interaction.  

So that's probably where this started.  

When I was 15, my parents went away on a vacation 

and I built a touch tank in my living room.  

When they came home, there were fish in 

the living room.  My geckos, my snakes, my iguanas, 

everything was out there on a canopy that I had 

built and my friends from high school came over and 

we just sat there hung out with those animals and 

played with them and held the snakes and everything 

else, and fed the fish right there in my living 

room.  

And many years later, as I was taking 

my children to various zoos and aquariums, after 30 
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minutes at $100, they were ready to leave and I 

thought well, if there was interaction here, they'd 

stay for hours and hours.  And so that's where the 

idea of the interaction came from.  

So with that, I'll be happy to answer 

any questions.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Please go ahead.

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  I have a few.

First of all, it looks like a win, win, 

win.  Win for you, win for the mall, and win for 

all the children in the Town of Oyster Bay.  

My question is:  When you get to the 

sleepovers and the dangerous animals, that's number 

one.  

Two, you have other things going on.  

Like, you have proms, surprise parties, birthday 

parties, just address that.   

MR. COVINO:  Absolutely.  

Lots of homecomings, lots of proms 

every year at every location.  Where, you know, 400 

or 500 people come in and we have private event 

facilities, we allow them to bring their own food.  

So, it's a great venue.  

The birthday parties are obviously 

packed.  It's a great place for children for 
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birthday parties.  The sleepovers, that's most 

often with -- we've seen a with family reunions, 

but usually it's Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, sometimes 

Girl Scouts, and we've seen sleepovers with 100 

people and sleep overs with 20 or 30 people.  

We have two team members that are there 

for those events, plus one for every 20 people 

that's there.  Plus, we require them to have their 

own adults there.  But they come in and they have a 

unique experience.  It's pretty rare.  They're able 

to feed nocturnal animals there as we get into the 

evening, animals that are generally not as active 

during the day.  

And they get to have some very 

exclusive experiences.  They're feeding, you know, 

crayfish to our giant Pacific octopus that weighs 

30 pounds and is, you know, 7 or 8 feet long.  

They're shaking tentacles with an octopus in the 

middle of the night.  They're feeding the sharks.  

Many of them actually get in and snorkel with the 

stingrays.  And then pull out their sleeping bags 

and sleep under the -- under the sharks. 

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  So they're 

sleeping in sleeping bags.  

You provide them, they bring them. 
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MR. COVINO:  They bring their own 

sleeping bags and padding and usually that's all it 

is, is sleeping bags and they're sleeping in 

various areas.  They might sleep in the aviary, 

they might sleep in -- you know, there's a neat 

tunnel where you can sleep and have a nice 

peripheral view of -- panoramic view of the ocean 

and the Caribbean. 

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  Where would 

they sleep in the diagram, what section? 

MR. COVINO:  Usually it's in the 

Caribbean, is where most of them are.  And that's 

the big 50,000 gallon stingray tank.  It's got 

sharks and stingrays and look downs and tang angel 

fish and some gray smooth hound sharks, lots of bat 

rays and southern stingrays.  About 500 animals are 

in that exhibit. 

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  All right.  

On your web, you have like people 

swimming in a tank, mermaids or whatever.

Is that part of this presentation?  

MR. COVINO:  It really is, because most 

people aren't going to get the opportunity to go 

see the variety of species we're able to bring in 

this exhibit.  
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And so people can -- for $29, people 

can actually come and snorkel with the stingrays 

and get in the tank with them for 20 minutes.  And 

the mermaid is just there, and we have a mermaid 

there every day for photo ops, but sometimes the 

mermaid likes to jump in and swim around herself.  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Where are you 

from -- were you done, Joe?  I'm sorry?  

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  Yes. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Where you from in 

terms of the ethical treatment of animals?  Do you 

have any certifications?  Are there any issues we 

need to be made aware of?

MR. COVINO:  Yeah.  Great question.  

So we are regulated by several 

different governing bodies.  The USDA regulates 

mammals.  Usually APHIS is regulating our insects 

and the State and County and City -- always the 

State Department of Wildlife, but sometimes cities 

and sometimes counties also regulate animals.  And 

the State vet and other inspectors.  

Animal welfare inspectors and so forth, 

they do pre-opening inspections and they do very 

routine inspections.  There is never a month that 

goes by where we don't see two or three inspectors 
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that come and verify.  When they come, we ask them 

to fill out a one-page report that tells us how 

we're doing, and we have yet to receive a negative 

report that wasn't all 4s and 5s, and almost always 

just 5s on a scale of 1 to 10.

Cleanliness, health of the animals, you 

know, safety of the habitat and so forth.  And so 

there are a lot of governing agencies there and we 

cooperate with them and have had a lot of success 

with them.  

We -- most zoos and aquariums take 

sometimes decades to get a certification.  

Sometimes it's AZA, ZAA, or others.  We are in line 

and on track to have ZAA accreditation in 2019, and 

we don't see any reason.  

We've met with them, we've got 

checklists, we've got bullet points.  We see the 

things that are -- that are required, and we don't 

see anything there that would be a challenge for 

us.  And so that -- we believe that will be 

forthcoming.  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Thank you. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Mr. Covino, could 

you just explain some of the safety protocols that 

you have?  
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I know that Mr. Baker said that the 

animals are not that dangerous, but the application 

talks about tarantulas, scorpions, pythons, boa 

constrictors.  

What protocols do you have in place to 

ensure the safety of the visitors to the aquarium 

and to ensure that some of these animals, 

particularly, the insects, stay in the aquarium and 

don't invade the surrounding habitats?  

MR. COVINO:  And that's one of the most 

important questions, I think, we could discuss here 

today, and I appreciate the opportunity to speak to 

that.  

First, we want to be very careful, the 

species that we're acquiring, that they're not 

lethal, first and foremost, but also that they are 

not going to inflict serious injury in the event 

someone doesn't follow SOP, protocols, which can 

certainly happen.  

We've been very fortunate.  You know, 

we have hundreds of employees and we've not seen 

any serious injuries.  Our most serious injury was 

actually just a few months ago where someone 

tripped over a stangent trying to jump it.  That's 

our worst, which that could happen in a movie 
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theater.  We've seen little, you know, scratches 

with the iguanas or bites, but again, nothing 

significant, serious.  

So first is the animals that we're 

acquiring, it's a boa constrictor and not a 

rattlesnake.  And if it's a longer boa constrictor, 

let's say a reticulated python that can get 25 feet 

long, our SOP calls, first for the tank to be -- 

the exhibit to be -- the enclosure be locked, but 

second, it requires that for every 3-foot long of 

snake, there is one person there.  So if we have a 

9-foot long snake, we have three people that are 

handling that snake.  

In the case of -- for example, a poison 

dart frog, they are actually poisonous because of 

the ants that they eat, and so we just change their 

diet and they become harmless.  

In the case of a tarantula or a 

scorpion, there are more innocuous breeds.  There 

are breeds that are not aggressive and breeds that 

are -- if I could use the word, even domesticated, 

we actually will be doing Scare Quest in several 

cities over the next month for Halloween, and one 

of the things that we'll do as an activity is you 

get a free feeding token to have a private 
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encounter with -- you'll feed a stingray or another 

animal, or even a Cayman.  

And to do that, you just have to hold a 

scorpion for ten seconds.  And you could imagine 

that we wouldn't do that unless we had a high level 

of confidence that this was a safe environment.  If 

a snake were to escape, have not had this problem 

in the past, but if a snake were to escape, we have 

24 security cameras that would -- that we would 

track to identify where that is.  

Of course, you know, some -- the bird 

reptile team is in charge of making sure that when 

he comes out, there's always somebody, if not 

multiple people, with those snakes, but that when 

they put him back, then they're -- they've got the 

buddy system.  Somehow if he were to get out, we 

would go back to our security footage and -- 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  They don't have 

any sort of tracker implanted?  

I mean, you know, you say it's a boa 

constrictor, not a rattlesnake, but a boa 

constructor or a python could easily kill a small 

child.  

MR. COVINO:  That's right.  That's 

right.  
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And so in the case of snakes, what we 

do -- so first, we've got to have them locked up 

when they're not -- you know, when they're not 

being held.  Then when they're being held, 

depending on the length, because that usually is 

indicative of their level of safety.  

You know, a 3 or 4-foot python is not 

going to be lethal, but a 10-foot python could be 

or a 15-foot python could be.  And so, again, you 

have several team members that are handling that 

animal at any time when it -- when it leaves its 

exhibit.  And I think there's probably some 

pictures in here, even.   

Here, if you look on the front page on 

the top left, this is probably a five and a half 

long foot albino Burmese python, not lethal by any 

means, but it's a boy holding it.  You know, and 

these are animals that are held frequently.  Let's 

see if there's any of the snake images in here.  

But he's accompanied always by trained team members 

that know how to handle snakes. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  So they don't have 

any sort of tracking device in the event that they 

could escape?  

MR. COVINO:  We've not put tracking 
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devices in the animals.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Anybody on this 

side?  

COUNCILMAN HAND:  One quick question, 

Supervisor.  

We talk about security, talked about 

the 24 cameras.

Could you just elaborate on your lost 

child protocol, please?

MR. COVINO:  Absolutely.  

So we call it Code Adam, and everybody 

on the team, usually it's 25 people that are on 

site at a time, have an earpiece.  And we've got 

about 15 rooms in the aquarium.  We've got the 

back -- you know, several back rooms.  

Generally, you're not going to find a 

lost child in a back room, but we've got several 

people in our gift shop, in our admissions, usually 

four to five people that are in that admissions 

area, receiving in the gift shops, and they're 

checking people out as well for merchandise.  

And when we have a Code Adam, those 

people go to the entrance.  There's only one way to 

enter and one way to exit.  So they go in there 

now, there's fire exits, and so the people that are 
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working in aviary or working in the other areas 

where other fire exits are, in this case, you can 

see the fire exits are up at the top.  If you're 

looking at your blueprint, there's two at the top, 

so the employees that are assigned to those rooms 

would watch the fire exits and then the employees 

that are assigned to the gift shop admissions would 

be checking every child and then everybody on the 

ear piece, which is about 25 people, would receive 

a description of the lost child.  

COUNCILMAN HAND:  Thank you. 

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  You won't be 

providing any day care services for whether the 

employee or for people dropping their children off 

or anything?  

MR. COVINO:  We don't provide daycare 

services, so they're accompanied with an adult. 

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA: Okay. Good.

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Are your customers 

required to sign a waiver or release of liability?  

MR. COVINO:  Only if they are doing a 

snorkel with the stingrays.  Otherwise, just for 

general admission, we feel comfortable with the -- 

you know, with the safety protocols we have in 

place to keep them safe, so they don't sign 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

 Town Board Town of Oyster Bay   October 2, 2018

ON TIME COURT REPORTING
516-535-3939

28

anything. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Is it dangerous 

snorkeling with the stingrays?  

MR. COVINO:  It's not.  No, it's not.

The reason why is, stingrays have a 

barb, that you've probably heard from Steve Irwin's 

experience, and that barb is similar to a 

fingernail.  And you can trim that fingernail 

without any pain or distress to the stingray, and 

all of our animals in our exhibits -- first of all, 

they're much smaller than the one that blew 

lethal -- you know, a barb to Steve Irwin, but 

they're all trimmed on a monthly basis, and when 

they come in before they enter the exhibit, they're 

trimmed. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  They're trimmed 

every time? 

MR. COVINO:  They're trimmed every 

month so the barbs don't get long.  So we've not 

had an incident in our history with a stingray 

stinging.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Just a few -- any 

other questions from the Board members?  I just 

have a few questions.  

First and foremost, we're all 
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environmentalists in this Town, our residents, this 

Town Board, and we have coastal communities on both 

ends, the North and South Shores of the Town of 

Oyster Bay.  

From a personal standpoint, I have been 

snorkeling with stingrays in the Cayman Islands, 

scuba diving with bull sharks in and Costa Rica and 

fishing all my life.  

We'd like to know just about how you 

will focus on teaching environmental lessons from 

the educational standpoint.  It sounds like there 

is some consideration of environmental education.

Is that a major component of what 

you're doing?  

MR. COVINO:  It's a cornerstone.  

We have an education coordinator at 

each site and every team member is trained, even 

though not every team member that's field tripped, 

every team member is trained on field trips, which 

is -- which is a pretty elaborate curriculum.  

That is, in each state, we go get 

approval from the superintendents that our 

curriculum meets their requirements for their 

courses those years.  It's good for, obviously, 

field trip attendance, but it also helps us to 
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become a partner with the teachers. 

All teachers receive free admission to 

Seaquest every day of every year, all teachers.  So 

that gives you just a hint of our emphasis, how we 

can accentuate education.  But our education 

coordinator's job, then, is to ensure that every 

person that works at Seaquest understands 

everything we teach and educate in a field trip.  

And the cornerstone of the field trip 

is teaching about conservation.  There are -- I 

would suggest perhaps most children that haven't 

been able to go to the Cayman Islands and snorkel 

with the stingrays, haven't been able to go see the 

bull sharks, and so when they come and they see the 

animals, their ears open.  

They just -- they just open up to the 

idea of, okay, tell me what you mean by 

conservation.  What do you mean by clean energy?  

Why is that important?  They learn that at the 

facility and it is so much more effective.  It's 

just the environment, we call it edutainment 

because you take education and entertainment and 

when you put those two together, it's just 

incredibly effective, which is why the teachers 

obviously line up.  
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We'll have field trips all day every 

day.  We'll have, you know, buses coming in and out 

and dropping off hundreds of children every day. 

And not one of them will leave without 

understanding clean energy, sustainable fishing, 

conservation.  Part of our Seaquest Cares mission 

is on they're education component.  

So, for example, we saw Christopher 

here today.  I've already got an e-mail started in 

a draft to my national education director to ensure 

that any child in New York -- there's only going to 

be one of these in New York, by the way, if you 

want to come to a Seaquest, it's going to be here. 

But any child -- imagine that if the 

teachers were empowered to say, if you do your 40 

days of reading, you get to go have a free day at 

Seaquest with your friend.  Not just you, but a 

friend, and that might be your mom or somebody so 

you don't have to go pay to have somebody come with 

you.  And we believe that that will probably be 

tens of thousands of people that will come in and 

do that.  

And part of that process with the 

teachers will be the opportunity to give them a two 

or three page -- and we already have these, what 
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can I do in conservation, and part of them coming 

is not just to read for 40 days, but to fill this 

out and say, here's what I can do.  And the second 

half of that, they fill out after their Seaquest 

visit and they turn it into their teacher.  The 

teacher can give them extra credit or whatever.  

But that creates actual -- there's 

something that happens, not only when you're there 

in person and you experience Seaquest, you 

experience our planet and they're experiencing all 

the continents.  There are five continents, anyway.  

Several climates and several ecosystems, but when 

they actually write down with their hand and they 

make that connection to the prefrontal cortex to 

the hand, here's what I can do to conserve.  

And as they go through the site that -- 

we teach them what they can do.  They will see -- 

they will watch a video on clean energy.  They'll 

see the sustainable fishing videos.  They'll see 

the shark finning.  They'll see the videos and 

coral reefs.  They'll see actual coral reefs in our 

LPS system.  That's a type of coral.  

And they'll learn right there why the 

coral reefs are at risk, and then they'll have this 

paper that they fill out and they'll write down 
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what they can do.  Their plastic use, their water 

us, and so forth, and they can choose of the 20 or 

30 things that they learned, they're just looking, 

what stood out to me?  

And then if you follow us on Facebook, 

you'll see Seaquest Cares is, every week, posting 

and promoting and boosting these posts about what 

people can do.  There's -- there's probably 30 or 

40 different ideas that we cycle through that are 

most common.  And then we have a 75-inch TV in our 

main room, the Caribbean, that just cycles about 25 

slides about five seconds or eight seconds each 

slide, what they can do in terms of conservation 

for our environment.  

And some of them are fun and their 

memes, which is the way that that generation 

communicates and receives information, they're used 

to that, they look at memes, and so we make them 

engaging and funny where we can, and they remember 

them and they stick with them.  They take pictures 

of them.  We see -- we know that because we see it 

on Facebook and we see -- we see them taking 

pictures of these things.  

So we -- we're confident that we're -- 

we believe that we'll be the biggest voice in 
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this -- when we do demographics, we do a 60-minute 

drive time study.  We're confident we'll be the 

biggest voice for conservation in that 60-minute 

drive time.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Mr. Covino, you 

mentioned water conservation and -- what is the 

water usage at Seaquest itself?  I know there's 

some things in the materials, but could you just go 

into that a little?  

MR. COVINO:  Absolutely.  Yes.  

And so, you know, it's interesting that 

the question in every city is how much water do you 

use.  

We have powerful filtration systems, 

and so we are repurposing our water.  We have UV, 

we have ozone, we have tremendous sand filters that 

are many, many times bigger than what you'd see in 

a pool, and all of these together ensure that -- we 

have a deep sea bed, actually, where we put the 

sand, deep sand bed, it helps with the nitrogen 

cycle so that we're able to keep this water in use.  

We do have backwashes where hundreds of 

gallons are replaced and good on the drain, but it 

is a -- it's a very small number.  If you want 

precise numbers, I would reference you to the 
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reports or to our engineer today, but it's the 

water -- we don't have the massive million or two 

million gallon tanks that you'd see at Shedd 

Aquarium or Monterey Bay Aquarium.  

For example, the shark reef aquarium in 

Las Vegas that's three miles from our Seaquest is 

1.6 million gallons.  Our Seaquest Las Vegas, the 

entire exhibit is -- the entire facility is 80,000 

gallons.  So our entire exhibit has 8 percent of 

the water of the single biggest exhibit at that -- 

at that aquarium.  So we use much less water and we 

reclaim it and repurpose it through various 

filtration.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Let's -- go 

ahead, I'm sorry.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Is somebody going 

to discuss traffic projections and things of that 

nature?  

MR. COVINO:  Yes, we have -- 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  I'll save 

questions on that.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Before we get to 

that, I have a few other questions just related to 

what you've been talking about, and I thank you, 

Councilman, for waiting for the traffic 
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presentation.

Just to dwell on the safety factor, we 

talked about -- you talked about making sure that 

you have safer subsets within the different breeds 

of animals there.  We want to know just what level 

of safety, are we talking about all the animals 

there, you'll receive all permits from the DEC and 

from all the different municipal entities, but we 

want to be assured that we're talking about an 

environment that's safe from bites and cuts and you 

mentioned that you clip the barb on your -- on 

your --

MR. COVINO:  Stingrays.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  -- what other 

precautions are you taking?  You mentioned caymans.  

For those who don't know, we're talking about an 

animal in the alligator family.  Do you -- would 

there be people feeding -- hand feeding caymans at 

this facility?  

MR. COVINO:  Yeah, so specifically to 

the cayman, the cayman are not hand fed.  They're 

fed with just a little -- a foot and a half long 

fishing pole with some line on it, then they throw 

it over the exhibit and the animal eats it from 

there.  So there's not that direct human contact 
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with those animals because they can bite.  

Before we bring an animal on exhibit, 

we have our husbandry team members ensuring that 

they're acclimated to human interaction.  So they 

spend a lot of time off exhibit to ensure that -- 

you know, there's nice dogs and there's aggressive 

dogs, the same is true with iguanas and the same is 

true with Asian small clawed otters.  

With an animal that it is maybe 

unpredictable, you just leave it off -- you know, 

you leave it to where it can't be touched.  

So, for example, a cayman, it's just -- 

you know, it could it could inflict serious harm.  

Ours are normally only 2 or 3 feet long, but even a 

2 or 3-foot long one, it's going to be an 

unpleasant experience if it bites you.  And so you 

just create that distance so they simply can't have 

access to those animals.  

In the case of a 15-foot long 

reticulated python, several precautions.  One, the 

reticulated pythons risk is going to come if he 

tries to, you know, constrict like a boa 

constrictor would.  And so you have several team 

members there, but there's also the temperament of 

the animal.  
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Some animals don't have the right 

temperament, and so before we bring an animal on, 

we make sure that we're not bringing in animals 

that -- that have a poor temperament, that they've 

been acclimated to humans and that -- that you have 

the properly trained team members to ensure that 

there's a -- there's a buffer there between the 

guests and the animals.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Just so we're 

talking about the same things and we're clear on 

what you're suggesting, you're not suggesting that 

a python or a boa can't bite a resident, a child, 

an adult; you're just -- am I correct that just 

suggesting that their normal behavior is 

constricting, but that they can bite in certain 

circumstances?  

MR. COVINO:  Yeah, thank you.  

So, a macaw, a python, an iguana could 

inflict a painful bite.  We've been very fortunate 

to not have had a single guest be bit by a snake.

In -- again, I'm talking about 5 

million visitors and not a single guest that's been 

bitten by a snake or that a snake has aggressively 

tried to wrap up.  That's not happened in any of 

our locations.   
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We have been successful with not having 

had any of our large exotic birds bite a guest and 

-- they've nipped.  Our lorikeets that you see 

pictures of here, they are sometimes -- once in a 

while, you can get in nipper, and usually when that 

happens, we relocate that bird to a private 

residence or to another -- sometimes an employee 

takes them home and keeps them.  

But, generally speaking, when you -- 

when you get rid of those that nip, to have them go 

home with a family member, generally when you 

are -- a lorikeet, for example, while they can nip, 

they're not going to -- the normal temperament of 

the ones that we have at our locations are not 

biting people. 

The iguanas, that's one where we see an 

occasional scratch on the arm.  Now, we trim their 

fingernails, their claws every month, but sometimes 

someone can be holding them on their lap and 

they'll go run away and sometimes they'll scratch.  

It's very rare that doing so draws blood.  Very, 

very rare that that happens, but sometimes it does 

happen.  When it does, we have a first aid kit and 

we put on -- you know, the proper ointments and 

Band-Aids.  
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COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Excuse me, 

Supervisor.  

Now, are all your staff members trained 

in CPR, first aid?  You have all the equipment 

necessary.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  AEDs.  

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  AEDs, 

everything? 

MR. COVINO:  So we have -- 

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Do you have 

everything, everyone is trained in first aid and 

safety, you have the AEDs, you have everything 

needed? 

MR. COVINO:  We don't have everyone 

trained with CPR, but we do have several people 

that go through our safety and first aid protocol, 

and they're trained on that and we have first aid 

kits. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Mr. Covino, what 

is your record throughout the country of compliance 

with government regulations, with inspections?  

Have you had any issues in the past? 

MR. COVINO:  We have.  We've worked 

with several agencies in several states, most 

recently in the State of Colorado.  We -- there is 
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a governing body there that requires that if you 

would like to have over 30 birds, you have to meet 

certain requirements.  

This is something -- what we're doing 

and what we've undertaken to do with our aviaries 

that are interactive om our bird shows, is 

something they're never regulated before.  This is 

a first in the State of Colorado, and so they gave 

us a very lengthy punch list of here are the things 

that we think need to happen. 

Ultimately, at the end of about a four 

or five-month process, probably 20 or 30 visits and 

probably 300 or 400 e-mails and discussions with 

vets -- our vets and the State vet and so forth, 

they didn't feel that the parakeets were in an 

environment that provided them the safety because 

they felt there was a vulnerability of the 

parakeets getting stepped on, so they asked us 

to -- they requested that we limit our birds to 30. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Are you currently 

in compliance with those regulators?  

MR. COVINO:  We are.  Absolutely.

We've always been in compliance with 

those regulators.  There's never been a time we 

weren't in compliance.  Even when we had more than 
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30 birds at that facility, it was based upon their 

direct approval.  But they, after several 

inspections -- once we had so many guests come 

through -- I think part of the problem was, in 

Littleton, we had so many visitors in that first 

couple of weeks, and -- you know, you have 70 or 80 

new team members.

Obviously, they've been trained, 

they've trained, they've gone to other Seaquests, 

some of the other Seaquest employees relocated to 

live there.  They've worked at other Seaquests for 

years, and so they have been trained, but 

ultimately, PACFA, and we disagree with their 

decision.  We're going to be meeting with them over 

the next couple of months to sit down and talk 

about how we can have a safe environment for the 

parakeets.  

They were not worried about humans.  

They were worried about the parakeets getting 

stepped on.  This is not a human concern.  

No animals or no -- while we did have 

those parakeets there, no humans and no animals 

were harmed in any way, but they believed that 

because there was a risk for, potentially, a 

parakeet getting stepped on with 100 parakeets or 
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so in there, and with thousands of guests coming 

through every day, they requested us to drop it 

down to 30 birds, which we immediately did that 

same day.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Okay.  

So the result was simply that they 

asked you to change the conditions and you did 

comply?  

MR. COVINO:  Immediately. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Was there a fine 

levied or anything of that nature? 

MR. COVINO:  I don't believe there was 

a fine, but we have had fines before, $50, $100 

fines.  We had an employee that -- she was assigned 

to bring in a sloth upon permit approval, and she 

brought in the sloth to her home before permit 

approval.

Now, it's not uncommon to bring a sloth 

to the caretaker's home to acclimate the animal and 

to build that bond.  And they actually visited the 

site of the person that did that and it was 

acceptable, it was great.  It happened to be in her 

own private residence.  Again, nobody harmed and 

the animal thrived.  The animal still is in 

Seaquest Littleton today, but she purchased the 
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animal and so they fined her and Seaquest, I 

believe, $50 for bringing in the animal. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Is that the normal 

procedure, that when you acquire an animal, the 

caretaker personally acquires it and then brings it 

to the facility?  

MR. COVINO:  Preopening, that wouldn't 

be uncommon, especially with an animal where you 

have to have -- you want to have that bond with at 

least one or two primary caretakers where they -- 

you know, macaws, sloths, other animals, they have 

a human bond that's very important where they come 

to trust that person.  That's a very positive 

environment, place to do that.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  So some of the 

animals that are going to be brought to your 

facility will actually be housed in people's homes 

prior to being brought to the facility that has all 

the security protocol and everything, they'll just 

be in their homes?  

MR. COVINO:  It's unlikely.  That 

happened in that event, and ideally, she would have 

consulted with us.  We've actually terminated her 

since, but she would have consulted us and she 

would not have brought the sloth on site.  
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In that particular circumstance, a 

sloth is probably a good candidate for an animal to 

do that, but we anticipate being able to have the 

facilities here to bring them directly on site. 

COUNCILWOMAN JOHNSON:  Would any of 

those animals fall under the Town Code's dangerous 

animals that would be in a person's home to bring 

it to another facility?  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  The Town or the 

Department of Environmental Conservation?  

MR. COVINO:  Yeah, I don't believe so. 

COUNCILWOMAN JOHNSON:  And you can 

assure us that you won't be bringing dangerous 

animals into a person's home?  

MR. COVINO:  Yes.  We can go on the 

record and confirm that we'll not do that. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  In the past -- 

COUNCILWOMAN JOHNSON:  In -- 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  I'm sorry, 

Councilwoman.  

COUNCILWOMAN JOHNSON:  I apologize.  

In terms of procurement, how can we be 

sure that you're getting the animals through 

channels that are proper and legal and with all the 

ethical standards?  I don't know, you know, I'm 
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sure a lot of them are coming from out of the 

country. 

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  And health 

standards.  

COUNCILWOMAN JOHNSON:  And health 

standards.  

MR. COVINO:  Yeah, so a few things -- 

excellent question.  

A few things that have to happen for us 

to acquire an animal.  First, we need to have a vet 

inspection before the animal ships into the state.  

And so a vet is actually going to do an inspection 

on the animal and provide a health certificate 

before that animal ships.  

We work with the State and Federal 

authorities that regulate our industry to ensure 

that we have all of the proper permits and that the 

people shipping have all of their proper permits, 

and I'm happy to say that we have a perfect track 

record in shipping animals.  Only animals that had 

their permits and that were from reliable sources.

And we use known shippers and suppliers 

that have great reputations and great track records 

in shipping animals.  

We also bring in a lot of rescue 
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animals, so every facility every year brings in 

dozens of animals that when some family brought in 

the animal, they thought it was manageable, then 

they realized that, you know, they bought a macaw 

that has a 70-year lifespan, and here they are 20 

years later and the kids are moved out and they 

have nowhere to take it, we provide a home.  

And in some cases, animals are 

purchased -- we have, in Utah, to me, one of the 

cases that stands out is a pacu that somebody 

bought at about 2 or 3 inches, and he was 36 inches 

long when they brought him to us and he was living 

in their home aquarium that was 34 inches.  

And so he had a just absolutely red 

rubbed nose that -- it was just terrible.  It was 

getting infected.  It was a -- it was a mess.  When 

he -- when that pacu came to Seaquest, he was 

dropped into a 7,000 gallon Amazon rainforest 

exhibit and he's just thriving.  He's probably 42 

inches by now.  He's just massive.  He's doing 

wonderful, but we see that every day here. 

COUNCILWOMAN JOHNSON:  Do people just 

drop off animals to you?  

MR. COVINO:  Well, we have an intake 

process before we bring in an animal. 
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COUNCILWOMAN JOHNSON:  But have you had 

a problem with people just trying to drop off? 

MR. COVINO:  Oh, yeah, absolutely.

We've had people that come in and say, 

here, you know, we don't know what to do with this.  

This animal is emaciated, we don't have the money 

to care for him, and we have hundreds of intake 

forms of animals where it goes through the 

condition of the animal, why it was donated, was it 

a rescue.  

We've had times where local Fish and 

Wildlife have brought in cayman that were living in 

someone's bathtub without permits.  We -- you know, 

we bring them into the Amazon and it's a new -- 

it's a whole new habitat for those animals.  They 

have the proper UV, they have the proper humidity, 

proper water temperatures.  

Most caretakers at home that bring on 

exotic animals, and in many cases, I shouldn't say 

most, but in many cases in our experience, they're 

not providing the right whole foods diets, which, a 

cayman, for example needs.  They're not providing 

the right balance of basking temperature, ambient 

temperature, water temperatures, diets, vet 

supervisory care.  
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We have vets that are inspecting these 

animals routinely, offering the medications, 

offering -- you know, specific diets if they need 

to lose weight.  It's very common for someone to 

bring in an animal that's overweight.  Birds, for 

example, that get overfed.  And so we have very 

specific protocol for how much every animal is fed.

But, yeah, we've -- to answer your 

question, we fully expect that just like every 

other site, we're going to have probably 100 or 200 

people in the first year that bring us an animal 

that they don't know what to do with, and our -- 

and our husbandry experts will, in almost every 

case, bring that animal in and rehabilitate, if 

needed, or provide the proper habitat.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Mr. Covino, in the 

cases that the animals are not brought into the 

facility, what happens to them?  What do you do?  

Do you recommend that they go someplace else, do 

you take custody of the animal, or do you just say, 

no, get out of here?  

MR. COVINO:  Yeah, that's a great 

question.  

I don't know -- there's probably been 

two or three times where we did not bring the 
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animal because it was -- if it was an invasive 

species, for example, we can't bring it in, and so 

we've not been able to do that.  We've referred 

them to the Department of Fish and Wildlife.

Particularly, in the case --

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Do you file with 

the Department of Fish and Wildlife?  

MR. COVINO:  I'm going to assume that 

we do, but I can't be certain on that, if there's a 

written protocol.  

Based upon the relationship that we 

have with Fish and Wildlife, my assumption is often 

as we visit with them, that's probably a talking 

point that comes up. 

We do take note of the person's name 

and the animal and so forth, but we certainly do 

not bring in any animals to our site that are 

invasive are not permitted.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  In the past, we've 

had issues with invasive exotic animals becoming a 

part of our habitat, and that's really what we're 

looking to avoid.  So we're just trying to find out 

what assurances you can give us that that's not 

going to happen here.  

MR. COVINO:  Yeah, so the first 
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assurance is that we don't bring in those invasive 

species.  

The second is if somehow inadvertently 

one had slipped in, and that's pretty rare 

considering our animal experts know how to identify 

the species and the genus, but we have -- all of 

our systems are closed loop systems, meaning that 

they can't get out.  

So suppose a sturgeon is an invasive 

species here in New York, and I'm just using this 

as an example, if it somehow got in, maybe a guest 

snuck it in, some bizarre thing happened, that 

sturgeon can't get out into -- they can't make the 

leap from that the Icelandic fishing village inside 

the Sunrise Mall into the waterways. 

There's really no mechanism for them to 

be able to do that.  We certainly would never take 

an animal in one of our facilities and just release 

it into the wild without the oversight of the 

Department of Fish and Wildlife and their full 

approval.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Has anybody 

related to Seaquest or in any way affiliated with 

Seaquest ever had any legal issues in the past 

besides the small fines that you just mentioned?  
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MR. COVINO:  Yeah, so my brother, Amin, 

who has never been an owner, an employee, he's 

never been an investor or a contractor or he's 

never received any compensation, he's not in any 

way connected to Seaquest, but he is my brother, 

and we both grew up loving animals and we both grew 

up and he, when he owned the Idaho Aquarium -- he 

didn't own it, I'm sorry, he built a nonprofit 

aquarium called the Idaho Aquarium, and he bought 

two lemon sharks that did not have permits and he 

got into legal trouble for those things. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  At what location? 

MR. COVINO:  That was in Boise, Idaho.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Was there any 

issues at the Littleton location?  

MR. COVINO:  With non-permitted 

animals?

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Any issues at 

all.  

MR. COVINO:  Yeah, so just to clarify 

at the advice of counsel here, the -- that Boise, 

Idaho location had nothing to do with me or 

Seaquest.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  That was not a 

Seaquest facility?  
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MR. COVINO:  Absolutely not.  

That was a nonprofit facility called 

Idaho Aquarium and my brother built that and he 

brought in two lemon sharks that didn't have 

permits and that led him to some legal challenges.  

Seaquest has an impeccable track record 

when it comes to importing animals with permits and 

we've never had any problems with any of our 

animals lacking permits. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  So have there 

been any problems, any issues at all that you've 

dealt with a municipality at the Littleton, 

Colorado location?

MR. COVINO:  Just what we've already 

talked about with the Department of Wildlife and 

PACFA on the birds. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  How was that 

resolved? 

MR. COVINO:  The way that was resolved, 

they asked us -- we had temporary approval over the 

course of several inspections to house over 30 

birds.  We had their approval to do that, which we 

were doing.  

They, after several inspections, 

determined that, in their judgment, it wasn't safe 
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for the parakeets and that many thousands of guests 

for them to be going into the parakeet exhibit 

feeding. They feared that a bird would get stepped 

on, and so they requested that we get down to below 

30 birds total, which we did the same day they 

asked us to.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Was there ever a 

Cease and Desist Order levied against you? 

MR. COVINO:  That's what it was, and 

again, I don't know why they went so extreme on the 

Cease And desist, but the reality is, we had their 

approval to have over 30 birds, and then after 

about four months of that approval, which they said 

it was temporary until we got through their bullet 

point, they ultimately determined they didn't feel 

that that aviary was sustainable for that many 

parakeets.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Has the Cease and 

Desist Order been lifted? 

MR. COVINO:  We are meeting with them 

and that -- that meeting is coming up, hopefully 

soon, but we plan to meet with them.  We've spoken 

to them several times since then.  We told them 

that we do believe that it is a safe environment as 

evidenced by all of our other locations that very 
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successfully have thousands of people come in and 

have parakeets.  

In the meantime, it really isn't of 

much consequence to us in the sense that we've 

repurposed that aviary with umbrella cockatoos and 

blue and gold macaws and a toucan.  And, you know, 

it's still an exciting aviary.  There's still great 

interaction.  We have a kookaburra in there, or at 

least on site, and so the husbandry team there is 

thinking they might prefer to keep it that way as 

opposed to bringing the parakeets back in, even if 

PACFA did want to give approval. 

And let me just clarify, the Cease and 

Desist pertained only to that one single matter of 

the birds being more than 30.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  During that 

period of time, did you allow the public into that 

aviary? 

MR. COVINO:  Yes, with their 

permission, we did.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  With their 

permission?  

MR. COVINO:  We did.  We had their full 

permission to do so.  

And, again, and here's what's 
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interesting, we had 20,000 guests come in and 

interact with over 100 birds over a few week period 

of time with not a single incident, not a single 

human or animal incident, not a single injury on 

any side, and yet they determined that it was 

unsafe.  

Of course, we disagree with that and we 

plan to sit down with them and make a case that 

we've got a long enough track record of showing -- 

demonstrating that humans and parakeets can 

interact safely.  

And so we do, we disagree with the 

decision, but for that exhibit for -- as it 

pertains to the number of birds that were in there, 

they asked us -- they requested us to remove those 

birds, which we did immediately.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Mr. Covino -- 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Has -- go ahead. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Would you 

institute protocols to prevent the housing of 

dangerous or invasive species at your caretaker's 

homes, at any employees homes before bringing them 

directly to the facility?  

MR. COVINO:  Are you asking if we would 

be willing to say we're not going bring animals 
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into -- 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  That sometimes one 

of your caretakers will purchase an animal on their 

own, bring it to their home before bringing it to 

the facility.  

MR. COVINO:  Right. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  I'm interested in 

a procedure or protocol that would say, we will not 

do that in the case of invasive or dangerous 

animals.  

MR. COVINO:  Yeah, we would be willing 

to do that.  We would be willing to do that. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  To add to that, 

not only when that employee purchases it, but under 

all conditions, whether an animal -- whether 

someone is attempting to drop an animal off, 

whether you are receiving an animal through your 

normal protocol, when it comes to invasive species 

and those animals in the subset of dangerous 

animals within any condition of you receiving that 

animal or an employee receiving that animal, we'd 

like that mandated.

MR. COVINO:  That always comes to the 

Seaquest location and never to a home, we could 

fully sustain that 100 percent. 
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SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Another point 

that came to mind in terms of safety of the public, 

will you also accept a mandate that you will have 

antibacterial and antiviral lotion and wipes at the 

entrance, the exit, the bathrooms, and anywhere 

that food is being served? 

MR. COVINO:  Yes, and we do have those, 

and we'll have about 15 of those and they'll also 

have signs that invite people to wash their hands, 

clean their hands before they move to the next 

exhibit. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Whether they're 

purchasing food there or they're eating in the case 

of an event.  You mentioned proms and sleep overs.  

By the way, on behalf of the parents of teenage 

children in the town, encouraging sleepovers after 

proms may not be the best of ideas. 

MR. COVINO:  We don't do that.  We've 

not done that, and I don't think we would encourage 

that, no.  No, that's not been requested.  Usually 

prom is out of there by 11:00 or 11:30 at night. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  One followup on 

that same question.  Is there -- and this may be 

more of a question for Dan than for you -- is there 

an application for this to be a catering facility, 
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are we talking about weddings and bar mitzvah, 

Sweet 16s and stuff?  

MR. BAKER:  We have not made that 

application.  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  So where's the 

line between a post prom party and a Quinceanera, 

or a Sweet 16?  Do you have a limit on the number 

of people, because you know how things are here on 

Long Island, you could have 250 people, 300 people 

coming to a big party with a DJ and then you have 

catering.  It sort of changes the nature of the 

application a little. 

MR. BAKER:  Yeah, understood.  

I might need to consult with Vince for 

a second.  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Fair enough. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Certainly. 

MR. BAKER:  So discussing a little bit, 

the events I think that we're talking about, 

whether it's a prom or something like that is 

something that would typically happen after normal 

business hours for Seaquest, but would still work 

within the hours of the mall or other uses of the 

mall.  

And as you know, there's a 24-hour 
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fitness center, so that certainly goes on -- you 

know, all throughout the day and night.  

This wouldn't necessarily do that, 

other than the sleepovers, but for the events I 

think you're asking about, it could be that they 

would come in, bring their own food, like pizza or 

something like that.  There won't be prepared food.  

There wouldn't be -- there are no kitchen 

facilities, there would never be anything like 

that, and it wouldn't be a fully set-up buffet with 

heated food or anything like that.  So it would be 

more along the lines of things that are already 

prepared, brought in and served like that. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Thank you.  

MR. COVINO:  We see, for most birthday 

parties, people bringing in two or three boxes of 

pizza for a group of 10 or 15, 20 kids.  

COUNCILWOMAN JOHNSON:  A prom is more 

of a catered event in Long Island.  

MR. COVINO:  Our proms are -- yeah, 

when people come in for prom, they come in and 

it's -- you know, either after dinner, you know, 

they're --  

COUNCILWOMAN JOHNSON:  Generally, it's 

not a party?  
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MR. COVINO:  They're going to a fancy 

dinner and then they're coming and feeding the 

animals and having the Seaquest experience. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  I hope that our 

questions convey the point that we're very focused 

on the safety of our residents, the safety of your 

customers, as well as the safety of the animals in 

your care.  Both are exceptionally important to us.

You've told us that you'll comply with 

every municipality, but to the Councilwoman's point 

in one of her earlier questions, you would also 

comply with working with community groups to 

instill a sense of assurance that the animals are 

being cared for and treated ethically, properly, 

very carefully for their safety and well being?

MR. COVINO:  Absolutely.  

So what we've done in Littleton, and 

this has been a good experience for us, is we 

created an Advisory Committee where we have our 

vet, the State vet, and several members of the 

community, including in the case of Littleton, we 

have a council member, City council member that 

sits on that Advisory Committee.  

And every quarter -- this is 

brand-new -- but every quarter, the plan is to 
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meet.  Our first meeting is here in a couple of 

weeks, but the plan is to meet and we have a list 

of about 20 things on the -- the agenda has already 

been completed.  We're going through rescue 

animals, we're going through outreach, we're going 

through local environmental groups, that, you know, 

partnerships with them. 

So we would have that outreach in 

several ways, not only through an Advisory 

Committee, which work -- we're learning that this 

is a really positive experience, the State vet was 

thrilled about it, that's who is chairing the 

committee, but we would invite members of the 

community to absolutely participate, to partner.  

We want to have -- we want to have an 

experience here in the community where people feel 

some ownership in this, where they feel like, okay, 

this is our aquarium here on Long Island, this is 

the place and where they have a voice so that if 

the local Fish and Wildlife finds that there's an 

invasive species that's really creating a problem.  

I've talked to the Department of Fish 

and Wildlife, the actual -- the National Director 

of Fish and Wildlife over the country, and we've 

talked about creating in each area, a specific two 
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or three-minute video from the Department -- 

produced by the Department of Fish and Wildlife 

that talks about the things -- you know, whether 

it's erosion, or, you know, water conservation or 

invasive species that are problematic in this area 

and, you know, focusing the education on that area. 

For example, Long Island, and I don't 

know what it is yet, but Long Island likely has 

topics that are pertinent to just this area, and 

those -- we want that fingerprint to be here on 

this site.  We want this to be the Massapequa 

Seaquest.  So that it's personalized to this area 

and it's got its own footprint.  I can tell you 

this, it's the biggest one we've ever done by -- 

you know, about 10 percent bigger than our Vegas 

facility.  It will have virtually everything we've 

ever done of every type of exhibit, but we plan on 

doing some new things.  

And if you look on the blueprint, 

there's just a -- there's actually a conservation 

corner, an education station where we plan on 

integrating things that are of local interest on an 

environmental level and we plan on having our 

education coordinator who -- the person we hire is 

going to be from here and network with the people 
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here and understands the issues here, to develop 

that.   

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Mr. Covino, what's 

the cost of the basic Seaquest experience?  

MR. COVINO:  $15 for an adult and $10 

for a child.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  At this location?   

MR. COVINO:  I think that's what we're 

going to do, yes.  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  But, Lou, as you 

learn later in life, it always ends in the gift 

shop.  All roads lead to the gift shop.  

MR. COVINO:  It begins in the gift 

shop, too.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Are there any 

other questions?  

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  Yeah. I have --  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Yes, Councilman.   

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  If we look 

favorably on your application, the first question 

is:  How much of an investment are you putting into 

this facility cost wise, how much is your company, 

the soup to nuts and what's the timeframe of you 

building it out and opening it?  

MR. COVINO:  From the day we have 
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approval, we are about six months to opening.  And 

we would love to be open for the Summer because our 

demographics studies tell us that the families and 

children -- you mentioned this in your opening 

remark, Supervisor, is that we want to make this a 

community that's very conducive to families and 

children.  And our demographic studies suggest that 

in this 60-minute radius, we would be the single 

biggest attraction for families; specifically, 

children under 15 which is what we look at.  So we 

expect that we'll be a really big draw here. 

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  And the cost?  

MR. COVINO:  I'm sorry.  Yeah, the -- 

we're going to be around $5 million.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  What's very 

interesting is we're steeped in history in the Town 

of Oyster Bay.  

This is the home of Theodore Roosevelt.  

This is the place that played a pivotal role in 

winning the Revolutionary War.  Across the street 

from the Sunrise Mall was a very famous zoo called 

Frank Buck's Zoo.  

Back in the day when most people went 

out and hunted most -- when those who hunted went 

out and killed animals, Frank Buck would capture 
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them and bring them back alive.  That was his tag 

line.  It was located just to the south across 

Sunrise Highway from the Sunrise Mall.  So there is 

some interesting history to this.  Of course, in 

this day and age, the protocols for safety and the 

protection of animals and protection of our 

residents are much more stringent.  

If you were to receive approvals to 

build this facility and our staff, the Town deemed 

that a particular species was just too dangerous 

and we felt, the Town of Oyster Bay felt, that that 

species should not be included, would you agree to 

omitting that particular species from your display? 

MR. COVINO:  Yeah, we'll absolutely 

comply, and we've done that in several places.  

For example, there's two species 

specific -- three species specifically that the 

Commissioner in Las Vegas has asked us not to have.  

And we've partnered with the Commissioner, by the 

way, she's got deep connections with the autistic 

societies there who we've opened up facilities for 

free after hours.  There's something called 

Aquarium Therapy that's very good for people with 

autism, people with high blood pressure, and so 

forth. 
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So we've had great partnerships with 

her, but she's asked us, and we've respectfully 

accepted this, to not have caymans and not have 

reticulated pythons or -- you know, basically 

because they're the species that can get 20, 25 

feet.  We've got one that's probably 18 or 19 feet 

at one of our facilities, and poisoned dart frogs 

because they can be extremely dangerous.  

Of course, our poisoned dart frogs 

aren't fed the ants that make them poisonous, but 

nonetheless, we do not have those three species in 

Vegas.  And if this committee were to have specific 

species that they felt strongly they would like to 

discourage, then we would be very receptive to 

that.  

I would like the opportunity to discuss 

because sometimes species are quite harmless when 

there's an assumption sometimes that they're not, 

but we have -- look, we're going to have about 400 

species in this facility and if there a handful 

that the council feels, hey, we just want to be 

super careful, then we'll just omit those because 

there's plenty of species that you can swap out 

that are still really neat, really exotic, and 

still can showcase these various ecosystems that 
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we're trying to teach. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you.  

Any other questions?  

MR. COVINO:  Thank you for your time. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Thank you, 

Mr. Covino.  

MR. BAKER:  Thank you.  

That was very informative for all 

involved.

If there are any other questions, we 

can certainly address them.  

Mr. Imbroto, I think you might have 

wanted some more discussion on traffic?  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Yes, please.  

MR. BAKER:  So we can certainly do 

that.  

Paul Going from Atlantic Traffic and 

Design is here.  He prepared the report that was 

submitted to the Town.  Maybe you can give a 

generalized overview more so than I did, and then 

address any questions from the Board.  

MR. GOING:  Sure.  

My name is Paul Going, G-O-I-N-G, just 

like the word "going," from Atlantic Traffic 

located at 2929 Expressway Drive North in 
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Hauppauge.  

So the mall right now has about 

990,000 square feet of gross leaseable area, and 

with this project, there'd be no change; however, 

about 27,000 square feet would become the Seaquest 

Aquarium.  So what we did was we calculated the 

amount of traffic generated by that space currently 

in its retail use and what it would generate in its 

Seaquest use.  

So for Seaquest, we calculated about 

100 trips per hour in peak hour vehicular trips.  

That's in the weekday evening peak hour and the 

Saturday peak hour.  And compared to the retail 

usage, it's -- Seaquest is about 34 more trips in 

the weekday evening peak hour and just 11 more 

trips in the Saturday peak hour.  

So it's -- it is a little bit more 

intense, but that really represents in the weekday 

evening, about 1 percent -- a 1 percent increase in 

traffic, and on Saturday, about a quarter of a 

percent.  So it's -- it's really not generating 

very much additional traffic.  

Any specific questions?  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Yes.  

When animals are delivered, are they 
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delivered in very large special vehicles?  

MR. GOING:  I'm not the person to 

answer that question.  

MR. COVINO:  Easy answer on that.

So the largest animal shipment that 

would come in would be a small U-Haul truck, like 

an 18-foot U-Haul truck. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  How many visitors 

are anticipated per day to Seaquest?  

MR. COVINO:  On a weekday, 400 to 600, 

and about half of those are field trip students.  

And then on a weekend, 1,000 to 2,000, and during 

the Summer months, about 1,000 to 1,400 per day. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Okay.  Yeah, I saw 

number 2,500 somewhere in there and I was just 

wondering how that jives with 100 trips per hour?   

MR. COVINO:  So open from -- you want 

to answer that?  

MR. GOING:  Sure.  

The 100 trips is vehicular trips, so 

for a use like this, we'd expect probably an 

average of three people per vehicle, two to four, 

so that's how that -- 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Did you look at 

what plans would be in place to change operations 
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or make adjustments during the high peak shopping 

season, especially between Black Friday and end of 

the calendar year?  

MR. GOING:  Well, not specifically -- 

well, actually, when we did the parking 

calculations, which Dan mentioned earlier and the 

numbers he gave were spot on with my analysis.  

We're calculating 3,919 cars parked in the -- in 

the December peak period, and the site offers 5,775 

stalls.  So we still have plenty of additional 

parking.  

In terms of traffic, I think the 

traffic is going to be similar to what you now 

experience in that time period, which is heavy 

traffic at the mall.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  I shop at that 

mall and I can assure you, at holiday time, it's 

very difficult to find a spot at certain peak 

shopping times, the middle of the day on a Saturday 

or Sunday, perhaps a Friday night.  You have to 

walk quite some distance and there have been times 

when the entire mall parking was filled, every last 

spot. 

MR. GOING:  Yeah.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  So how will this 
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affect that and what would the inconvenience be to 

shoppers?  

MR. GOING:  I don't think that'll 

inconvenience shoppers.  I think during that time 

of year when people are doing a lot of shopping, 

people may not go to Seaquest as just -- you know, 

as a destination activity.  They may wrap it in 

with a visit to the mall.  Maybe mom takes the kids 

to Seaquest, dad does some shopping or vice versa, 

depending on your family.   

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Let's ask you 

specifically because you obviously did your 

research.  

When you researched their other 

locations and you looked at traffic patterns in the 

month of December, what did you find?  

MR. GOING:  We looked at -- I just 

don't what to mischaracterize what we studied.  

What -- we studied this mall for December, not 

other locations for December. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  I glean from what 

you said that you looked at what their traffic 

patterns are at the high parking points of the 

year, and we would all agree that that the height 

of the entire year is during the month of December 
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or between Black Friday and the end of the year, so 

I'm assuming that you looked at what the traffic is 

at Seaquest at these other locations during that 

specific time.

MR. COVINO:  One of the studies that 

we've done, and perhaps this will answer your 

question, we'll find out, is we've gone and looked 

at an annual revenue and then divided it by month 

to assume that that's representative of the number 

of cars, and what we found was that June, July, 

August were between 140 and 160 percent of typical 

month revenue, and that September, October, 

November were about 60 percent of typical revenue.  

So a typical revenue month, we're 

just -- just use a round number, we're $1 million.  

If revenue were 12 million in the year, then June 

would be 1.4 million, July would be 1.6, and 

September would be $600,000.  And October, 600 or 

650,000.  November, it creeps up a little bit 

closer to about 70 percent of a typical month, but 

it's still -- November and December are below 

average attendance months for us.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Is December your 

lowest revenue month of the year? 

MR. COVINO:  December is not our lowest 
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month.  By revenue month, September.  December is 

probably the fourth lowest.  The highest revenue 

month, about 165 percent of revenue is the month of 

March where we have Spring break.  

So is Spring break in March here?  

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  Yes.  

MR. COVINO:  Okay.  So we would expect 

that March is going to be a very busy time for us, 

and June, July, August will be very busy times for 

us.  Those are the four months where we really have 

our big months.  

But -- and then January through May is 

a lot of field trips, but that's Monday through 

Friday traffic.  

And so if you were to look at our heavy 

traffic, obviously, it's slanted towards every 

Saturday and Sunday, but during the Summer, it's 

about the same every day.  But if you look at 

November, December, they're actually below average 

months for us.  

Now, one caveat, and this is not 

scientific because we find that the weather 

dictates attendance.  So if it's really hot or 

really cold, that's really good for us.  So we do 

lots of rain dances, but when it's 70 or 75, you 
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know, it's pretty slow at Seaquest.  Good day to 

come if you come. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  We would suggest 

that you would do some traffic coordinating with 

the operators of the mall, especially as it relates 

to that period between Black Friday and the end of 

the year because for all of us who travel through 

that neighborhood, we know just how crowded that 

parking lot is during those months.  

Just how difficult it is for our 

residents, and as we said from the beginning, we 

look at every application and we think about what 

that means to our residents in terms of safety, but 

also what it means in terms to the convenience of 

finding a parking spot.  

MR. COVINO:  And my assessment of 

retail, and I'm not the engineer, so I apologize 

here, but I'll just give you my assessment is that 

November, December are the peak months for retail, 

which means I'm a retail establishment, I'm going 

to bring in more cars on those days than a Seaquest 

is going to bring in, but Seaquest is going to 

bring in more cars on -- in March, June, July, 

August, and so us not being retail may very well 

alleviate the parking in November, December because 
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those are heavy retail months with shopping. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Before we make 

any decision, would you coordinate with the 

operators of the mall to give us a better assurance 

of what would happen during that time period?

MR. COVINO:  Absolutely.  

MR. GOING:  Thanks. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Any other 

questions?  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  For the engineer 

again, the increases in vehicular trips that you 

were saying, a 1 percent increase on a weekday, 

quarter of a percent on a weekend, are you 

comparing that to the peak holiday season or are 

you comparing that to just the yearly average?  

MR. GOING:  That's typical throughout 

the year, not the peak holiday season.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  So were -- do you 

have -- would you be able to compare it to the peak 

holiday season?  Would it still be an increase, 

would it perhaps be a decrease compared to retail 

use?  

MR. GOING:  It -- I think it may still 

been an increase, but it would certainly be a very 

small increase, maybe a tenth of a percent or 
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something like that. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Okay.  

But you don't have that in front of 

you?  

MR. GOING:  No. 

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  You're just 

estimating? 

MR. GOING:  Yes.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Okay.  Thanks. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Are there any 

other questions?  

Please proceed. 

MR. BAKER:  Thank you.  

I think that was pretty comprehensive 

testimony by our team.  We believe this is a great 

use for, not only the mall, but for the community 

and the Town.  It is just one more step closer to 

the hope and idea of bringing Sunrise Mall back to 

the old glory.  

Every time we come before you, I 

certainly feel like we're doing that.  I know the 

team that I represent feels that way and we hope 

you do as well.  So with that, we would ask that 

you approve this application and we can proceed.

Thank you.  
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SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you for 

your presentation.  

At this time, we'd like to ask any 

members of the public who would like to be heard on 

this application, please step forward.  

As always, we ask you to give us your 

name and address. 

MR. HECKLER:  Phil Heckler, 28 Jay 

Street, Hicksville, New York.

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you.

MR. HECKLER:  I wasn't planning to 

speak on this.  I never speak on any topics other 

than Hicksville, but I love this concept, love it 

for my grandkids.  Speaking for myself, but I am 

President of the Hicksville School Board and I 

think not only would this be a great place to take 

my grand kids, right now, the closest place to 

drive is about 60 miles for this type of activity 

or to the Cayman Islands or -- I did swim with the 

whale sharks this Summer and I don't expect to see 

whale sharks, but I think this is a great potential 

concept.  I think we could tie it into our STEM 

programs with the Hicksville schools.  

And just off the top of my head, 

diamondback terrapins are popular in our waters, if 
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you're looking for exhibit ideas.  Hognose snakes 

used to be pretty common, and river otters are 

returning to the North Shore from Bayville out 

East, so those are some suggestions for activities 

that I hope the Board approves.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  And, Phil, let's 

not forget the official saltwater fish of the State 

of New York, the striped bass, it has the number 

one national marine resource recovery story in all 

of America because of the actions of our 

legislature.  

MR. HECKLER:  Right.  

That's mostly in the Hudson River, I 

think, right?  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  No.  

No, they are found throughout Long 

Island.

MR. HECKLER:  Fishing, right.  You're 

right. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Whole northeast 

corner, but I won't start a lesson on striped bass.

MR. HECKLER:  I was just speaking of 

the nesting of the diamondback terrapins.  They 

seem like a good potential tank.  

But, again, I think it's a great 
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concept and I hope to take my kids and see some of 

our students go there next Summer.  

Thanks.

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thanks, Phil.  

Is there anyone else that would like to 

be heard on this application?  

(No verbal response given.) 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Please let the 

record reflect that no one has indicated that 

they'd like to be heard. 

May I have a motion?  

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  Correspondence?  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Oh, I'm sorry, 

correspondence, please. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  The attorney for the 

applicant has filed his Affidavit of Service and 

Disclosure.  

The communications are as follows:  We 

have memos from the Department of Planning and 

Development.  

As per present review procedures, the 

required off-street parking for the subject 

application is 6,297 spaces.  The site plan 

submitted depicts a total of 5,755 parking spaces.

The Nassau County Land and Tax Map 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

 Town Board Town of Oyster Bay   October 2, 2018

ON TIME COURT REPORTING
516-535-3939

81

indicates the property is Section 48, Block 602, 

Lots 1 through 5, 10 through 22, 24 through 29, 34, 

36 and 37.  

According to the Town of Oyster Bay 

Zoning Maps, the property is located within the 

L-I, Light Industrial Zone.  There are Town Board 

resolutions and Zoning Board of Appeal decisions on 

file.  There are no open code enforcement cases for 

the subject premise.  

There is no further correspondence. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you.

There's no other speakers on this?

Okay.  May we have a motion?  

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  Supervisor, I 

make a motion that this public hearing be closed 

and the decision be reserved. 

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Second.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  All in favor, 

signify by saying, "Aye." 

ALL:  "Aye." 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Those opposed, 

"Nay."  

(No verbal response given.) 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  The "Ayes" have 

it. 
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MR. BAKER:  Thank you very much.  

Have a great day. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  You're welcome.

(TIME NOTED:  12:08 P.M.)



 Town Board Town of Oyster Bay   October 2, 2018

ON TIME COURT REPORTING
516-535-3939

1

TOWN BOARD
TOWN OF OYSTER BAY
REGULAR MEETING 
OCTOBER 2, 2018

12:09 P.M.

HEARING - Finance 

To consider the application of the Jericho Water 
District for the issuance of serial bonds in the 
amount of $7,300,000 for improvements to the 
Jericho Water District. (M.D. 9/4/18 #12).

JOSEPH SALADINO   JAMES ALTADONNA JR.  
SUPERVISOR        TOWN CLERK

P R E S E N T:

SUPERVISOR JOSEPH S. SALADINO 
COUNCILMAN JOSEPH D. MUSCARELLA
COUNCILMAN ANTHONY D. MACAGNONE  
COUNCILWOMAN REBECCA M. ALESIA
COUNCILWOMAN MICHELE M. JOHNSON 
COUNCILMAN LOUIS B. IMBROTO
COUNCILMAN THOMAS HAND
 
A L S O     P R E S E N T:

JAMES ALTADONNA JR., TOWN CLERK 
JAMES STEFANICH, RECEIVER OF TAXES

Minutes of the meeting 
taken by:

KRISTINA TRNKA
Reporter/Notary Public 

 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

 Town Board Town of Oyster Bay   October 2, 2018

ON TIME COURT REPORTING
516-535-3939

2

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Okay.  We have a 

second hearing.  

Will you please call the second 

hearing?  

MR. ALTADONNA:  Hearing is Finance, to 

consider the application of the Jericho Water 

District for the issuance of serial bonds in the 

amount of $7,300,000 for improvements to the 

Jericho Water District. 

MR. INGHAM:  I think it's good 

afternoon at this point.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Welcome.  

MR. INGHAM:  I had memorized this 

morningM but that was a while ago.  

Good afternoon, Supervisor Saladino, 

Members of the Town Board.  

My name Mike Ingham.  I'm the attorney 

for Jericho Water District and I'm here to assist 

them in their presentation of a bond petition for 

me to change our program.  Indeed, I'm honored to 

be the attorney, as general counsel for the Jericho 

Water District for 32 years, since 1986.  

So shifting gears a little bit, I 

detect a little bit of a water theme here today 

from crimes to water districts, but I think that's 
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about as far as the similarities going to go.  I 

can assure you this presentation will not be nearly 

as exciting or as informative as the one we just 

heard.  We will not be discussing lions, tigers, 

bears or tarantulas or sharks. 

I can also assure you that over the 30 

years of my experience with a good number of 

districts, and Councilman Hand can attest to this 

as well, in my experience, I've never seen a water 

meter escape from any water meter pit and injure 

anyone whatsoever.  It's a very safe operation, but 

that humble attempt at humor aside, we are here for 

a petition for a bond issue and supporting that 

petition is with me today, our Chairman on the 

Board, Tom Abbatte and our Commissioner, James 

Asmus.  

Here for any technical questions, we 

have a very able staff, including Superintendent 

Logan who has been with the district this year for 

40 years.  We also have our engineer, Joe Todaro, 

from H2M who can answer technical questions 

regarding the bond issue.  

And, basically, I'd also like to 

introduce Kathleen Cannon, our business manager.  

She's a CPA.  She's an officer of the Government 
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Financials Officer Association of New York.  

And Before she had her ten-year tenure 

with us, for fourteen years, she was the Town 

Controller of the Town of Huntington.  So we are 

very, very proud of Kathleen, and she's been an 

indispensable part of our operations for the past 

ten years.  

So turning to the petition itself, now 

it gets really exciting, in order to maintain an 

efficient and reliable meter reading and billing 

system for the residents and customers of the 

District, certain capital improvements to the 

facilities of the District must be made at this 

time. 

Pilot studies undertaken by the 

District have established that the District's 

billing operations will be greatly benefited by 

replacing their old manual read meter systems with 

a new cellular read Smart meter program that stores 

data in the Cloud and is easily downloadable to the 

District's computer system. 

To me, as a layman, that's just simply 

magic.  It's going to be a strange and wonderful 

new world.  The engineer's report, the August 18 -- 

2018 bond report submitted simultaneously with this 
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petition as Exhibit A, the Board of Commissioners 

approved and adopted the August 2018 Bond Report, 

together with the estimate of costs and expenses 

for the District project, not to exceed $7,300,000 

including estimated contingencies and engineering 

fees.  The District's Resolution Adopting Report is 

next to this petition as Exhibit B.  

I would like to turn to a little 

background and history on this project.  The 

District currently has 18,732 individuals water 

services.  The District is the largest Commissioner 

elected Water District in the State of New York.  

Just on that point alone, individual Water 

Districts that are Commissioner-elected are 

independent of the Town.  

Plainview, Bethpage, South Farmingdale, 

they're all independent of the Town, so the bond 

petition we present to you today is basically going 

to be paid for and will be paid for by the 

taxpayers of the District itself, and it should be 

absolutely no financial impact on the Town.  

That's true of all our bond issues.  We 

are really different than the Town of Hempstead 

Water Department, which is part of the Town.  Town 

of Huntington has a water department as well.  
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Riverhead also has a sewer and water department.  

So truly, we are independent of the Town.  

The water meters utilized by the 

District to measure water usage and these water 

services are manufactured by three principal 

companies:  Badger, Neptune and Census.  

Our meters range in size from 

five-eighths of an inch to eight inch, and many of 

them are ten years or older.  In June of 2016, the 

District's Board of Commissioners authorized a 

pilot study to be conducted. 

The initial study replaced 150 of the 

District's older manual read meters with new 

cellular or Smart meters.  That initial meter 

change-out program was completed in early 2017.  

In September of 2017, the Board 

authorized a second phase to the pilot study.  This 

part of the study incorporated the replacement of 

problem meters that were generating meter reading 

and billing errors, specifically the 420-05 and 

20-10 billing routes were chosen because most of 

the meters within those routes utilizing outdated 

handheld devices.  

Beginning in 2018, the District 

commenced a substantial installation of Smart 
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cellular meters at Long Island University post. 

The district also installed Smart 

meters inside those homes where access to the 

meters was restricted.  These remote read meters 

makes it very difficult for personnel to read the 

registers resulting in an inordinate amount of 

missed reads and estimated quarterly billing, 

frustrating our consumers.  

To date, a total of 2,016 cellular 

meters have been installed under the meter 

change-out pilot program.  In order for this meter 

change-out program to be completely successful, the 

remaining 16,000 meters must be replaced with Smart 

cellular meters.  

Taking an aggressive approach, the 

District plans on converting all of these meters 

within the next three years.  

Now, one of the advantages to the Smart 

meter replacement program, historically, all Water 

Districts, including Jericho, have utilized manual 

systems to read the meters.  

Under a manual system, the District 

personnel walk the community and either physically 

read the meter dial and enter the registered 

readings by hand in the paper ledgers or record the 
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readings in a handheld device.  Either manual read 

method is very labor intensive.  It's also subject 

to human errors in data input.  

In addition, limited access to the 

remote meters in some homes generates missed reads 

and resulting the need to both estimate and 

ultimately, readjust quarterly readings.  

Recently, water meter manufacturers 

have developed Automatic Meter Readers called AMRs 

with cellular implants.  An excellent discussion of 

the various components of AMR Smart meter 

technology is included for reference in Exhibit C.  

For those interested in the future of 

technology, I highly recommend this short article.  

These AMR registers enable the signal in meter 

reading to go directly to the District's office.  

When coupled with Advanced Meter reading 

infrastructure, the District can communicate back 

to the AMR metering devices either on request or on 

schedule.  

Consequently, these new Smart registers 

eliminate manual reading altogether.  Based on the 

size of the District, we estimate that the physical 

reading of all the District's meters would require 

four meter readers reading for nine weeks every 
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quarter.  With the new Smart meters in place, the 

District estimates that data readings for the 

entire District, all 18,000 meters, can be 

downloaded in approximately two hours. 

Therefore, there is no question that 

the Smart metering system will not only 

significantly reduce personal man hours, but reduce 

errors and omissions in the billing system at the 

same time.  

To summarize, there are several 

benefits in upgrading to meter reading with Smart 

technology.  It will eliminate the need for meter 

reading every -- four times a year.  With the Smart 

technology, there will be no more estimated bills 

to customers.  Third, both online and Smart phone 

access to each customer's water consumption 

information will enhance their understanding of 

water usage patterns and billing. 

Smart meters will also allow customers 

to set an alert to detect potential leaks.  This 

concept of potential leaks has been pretty 

important to all the Water Districts now as aging 

infrastructure has indicated that most of these 

meters are now approaching 60 to 70 -- not meters, 

the water services are approaching 60 to 70 years 
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old, built after the war. 

The homeowner is responsible for 

repairing the leaks in their house service pretty 

much from the curb stop to the house.  The 

Districts have undertaken responsibility for 

maintaining water leaks in the street itself to 

save the consumer money for repairing those road 

repairs, but these water leaks can consume -- is 

quite, quite astonishing, an enormous amount of 

water in a consumer's house connection. 

And if you do not detect these leaks 

and if you miss a meter reading, you can go for 

half a year with these leaks and it would be -- it 

would be hundreds of thousands of gallons of water 

and a substantial amount of money to the consumer.

So to avoid this, I think this new 

Smart metering system will indicate that leaks are 

being detected almost -- within days, within 24 

hours, which is a great benefit to the consumers. 

However, critically, the District will 

also benefit from increased revenue.  As a general 

rule, all meters typically under register by 10 

percent.  Once the Smart meters are completely in 

place, the District estimates it will generate an 

additional $750,000 in revenue annually.  The 
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estimated cost to complete the Smart meter 

change-out program with 16,000 new meters is 

outlined in the 2018 Bond Report.

The not-to-exceed cost for the meter 

replacement program is $7,300,000.  As Kathy has 

calculated, assuming that the $7,300,000 bond will 

have a 20-year payback period of at least 

4 percent, the average annual debt service, 

principal plus interest, will be $528,520.  It 

should be noted that these costs will ultimately be 

offset by the higher billing revenue generated 

through the more efficient meters.  To the average 

consumer in Jericho Water District, the increase in 

their tax bill will be $24, $2 a month.  

Are there any questions?  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Yes.  

MR. INGHAM:  Good.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Questions from 

any of you?  

For the purposes of clarification, we 

have residents here, we have residents watching 

online, these proceedings, just to confirm that 

this only would be upon -- that these costs would 

only have to be paid back by the residents of the 

Jericho Water District only and not any other 
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resident in the Town of Oyster Bay.  

MR. INGHAM:  That is correct.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  And that we are 

only doing this because State law mandates that the 

independent Jericho Water District must do their 

bonding through the Town?  

MR. INGHAM:  That was established in 

1934, yes, Supervisor.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  So we are 

following the 1934 State law that mandates that you 

come before us, that these -- smaller 

municipalities do their bonding through here, but 

that this is not the Town's debt; it is the debt of 

the Jericho Water District and its residents 

specific.

MR. INGHAM:  And their taxpayers, that 

is correct, Supervisor.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Mr. Ingham, you 

said that the costs would be offset by the more 

efficient meters.

How much would they be offset by?  Are 

they going to be totally offset?  

MR. INGHAM:  As this meter system 

progresses over the next three years, a third this 

year, a third next year, a third thereafter, we 
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will immediately start seeing an increased revenue 

from those meters.  

So, eventually, when all 16,000 meters 

are placed in place and we have a bonding issue of 

about five and a quarter, $525,000 a year, we 

anticipate receiving $750,000 additional revenue.  

And while that's an estimate, it surely would 

exceed the cost of the meters themselves.  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  Thank you. 

MR. INGHAM:  You're welcome.  

To conclude, we respectfully submit to 

the Board that this is a good bond issue for the 

consumers of the Jericho Water District and that 

the Board approve the bond issue in a not-to-exceed 

amount of $7,300,000.  

Thank you very much for your time.  We 

appreciate it. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you, 

Counselor.

Is there any correspondence?  

MR. ALTADONNA:  We have affidavit of 

postings and publications.  

There is no other correspondence. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  I don't have a 

slip of anyone who would like to be heard on this 
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resolution, but we'll ask nonetheless.  

Is there anyone who would like to be 

heard on this hearing issue?

(No verbal response given.) 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Please let the 

record reflect that no one has indicated they'd 

like to be heard.  All right.  

Correspondence?  

May I have a motion?

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  Supervisor, 

I'll make a motion that this public hearing be 

closed and the decision be voted on today. 

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Second. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  All in favor, 

signify by saying "Aye." 

ALL:  "Aye." 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Those opposed, 

"Nay." 

(No verbal response given.) 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  The "Ayes" have 

it.  

(TIME NOTED:  12:22 P.M.)
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MR. ALTADONNA:  Regular Action 

Calendar?  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Yes, we are now 

ready to begin our regular Action Calendar for this 

Town Board meeting.  

Thank you very much for being here. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  May I have a motion to 

remove from the table and add Resolution No. 604 to 

the regular Action Calendar?  

604 was a Resolution pertaining to the 

contract PWC31-18 on-call engineering services 

relative to environmental engineering for Solid 

Waste planning and additional oversight services.  

This motion was tabled on September 18, 2018.   

This is just to remove it from the 

table and add it.  We are not voting for it. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  What number was 

that again?  

MR. ALTADONNA:  604.  That was on the 

back of the calendar.  

May I have a motion?  

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  So moved. 

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Second. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Motion made by 

Councilman Muscarella, seconded by Councilman 
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Macagnone. 

On the vote:  

Supervisor Saladino?  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  "Aye." 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Councilman Muscarella?  

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  "Aye." 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Councilman Macagnone?  

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  "Aye." 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Councilwoman Alesia?  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  This is just to 

move it, right?  

MR. ALTADONNA:  Yes.  It's just to move 

it. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  "Aye." 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Councilwoman Johnson?  

COUNCILWOMAN JOHNSON:  "Aye." 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Councilman Imbroto?  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  "Aye." 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Councilman Hand? 

COUNCILMAN HAND:  "Aye." 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Motion to add 

Resolution No. 604 to the regular Action Calendar 

passes with seven "Ayes."  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Okay.  We have 

some speakers, but I would like to point -- 
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MR. ALTADONNA:  No.  No.  I have to do 

the calendar now.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  I apologize.  Go 

ahead.  

Please proceed. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  May I have a motion to 

adopt Resolution No. TF-16-18 through 647-B, noting 

that 604 was now added to the regular Action 

Calendar?  

TRANSFER OF FUNDS RESOLUTION NO. 

TF-16-18; Resolution pertaining to Transfer of 

Funds within various departments accounts for the 

Year 2018. 

RESOLUTION NO. 610-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the 2018 Annual Family & Halloween 

Festival, scheduled to be held on October 20, 2018 

at Marjorie R. Post Community Park. Account No. CYS 

A 7020 41800 000 0000. (M.D. 9/11/18 #4).

RESOLUTION NO. 611-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the employment of the services of 

various performers and caterers for various dates 

and locations for GAP Program participants and for 

the Supervisor or his designee to execute 

agreements for said services, funded by Friends of 

the Community Services Dept., Inc. (M.D. 9/11/18 
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#5). 

RESOLUTION NO. 612-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the employment of the services of 

various performers and caterers for various dates 

and locations for GAP Program participants and for 

the Supervisor or his designee to execute 

agreements for said services under Account No. CYS 

A 7020 47660 000 0000. (M.D. 9/11/18 #6).

RESOLUTION NO. 613-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the issuance of various resident 

refunds. Account Nos. PKS A 0001 02025 523 0000, 

PKS A 0001 02414 000 0000, PKS SP09 0001 02025 528 

0000, PKS SP11 0001 02025 528 0000, PKS A 0001 

02410 000 0000, & PKS A 0001 02001 510 0000. (M.D. 

9/11/18 #7). 

RESOLUTION NO. 614-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the waiver of ice rental fees at the 

Town of Oyster Bay Ice Skating Center at Bethpage 

to accommodate league play for Long Island Sled 

Hockey, Inc. (M.D. 9/11/18 #8). 

RESOLUTION NO. 615-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the property cleanup assessment of 

37 Garfield Avenue, Glen Head, New York, performed 

on July 7, 2018, be referred to the County of 

Nassau for placement on the Nassau County Tax 
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Assessment Rolls. (M.D. 9/11/18 #16).

RESOLUTION NO. 616-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the property cleanup assessment of 

77 Autumn Lane, Hicksville, New York, performed on 

July 12, 2018, be referred to the County of Nassau 

for placement on the Nassau County Tax Assessment 

Rolls. (M.D. 9/11/18 #17).

RESOLUTION NO. 617-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the property cleanup assessment of 

118 West Cherry Street, Hicksville, New York, 

performed on June 16, 2018, be referred to the 

County of Nassau for placement on the Nassau County 

Tax Assessment Rolls. (M.D. 9/11/18 #18).

RESOLUTION NO. 618-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the property cleanup assessment of 

42 Libby Avenue, Hicksville, New York, performed on 

July 7, 2018, be referred to the County of Nassau 

for placement on the Nassau County Tax Assessment 

Rolls. (M.D. 9/11/18 #19).

RESOLUTION NO. 619-2018; Resolution to 

ratify and authorize the retention of insurance 

coverage counsel. Account No. OTA A 1420 44110 000 

0000. (M.D. 9/11/18 #20). 

RESOLUTION NO. 620-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the continuation of Engineering 
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Services relative to Contract No. DPW91-560A, 

Syosset Landfill Remediation. Account No. HWY H 

5197 20000 000 1803 008. (M.D. 9/11/18 #22).

RESOLUTION NO. 621-2018; Resolution 

granting request from the Locust Valley Chamber of 

Commerce for Town assistance in conducting their 

13th Annual Harvest Festival on October 20, 2018, 

for use of Municipal Parking Lots LV-2 and LV-1 and 

for the use of various Town equipment for the 

event. (M.D. 9/11/18 #24). 

RESOLUTION NO. 622-2018; Resolution 

amending Resolution No. 455-2018 in connection with 

the 2018-2019 Distinguished Artists Concert Series 

relative to a performer's name change. (M.D. 

9/18/18 #6). 

RESOLUTION NO. 623-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the employment of the services of a 

judge to adjudicate for the 2019 Town of Oyster Bay 

Rotational Art Exhibit Preview, scheduled to be 

held November 1, 2018 at the Syosset-Woodbury 

Community Park. Account No. CYS A 7020 47660 000 

0000. (M.D. 9/18/18 #7). 

RESOLUTION NO. 624-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the employment of the services of a 

performer to provide entertainment for GAP Program 
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participants on December 8, 2018, at the Syosset 

High School, to be funded by Friends of the 

Community Services Dept., Inc. (M.D. 9/18/18 #8).

RESOLUTION NO. 625-2018; Resolution 

amending Resolution No. 720-2017 relative to 

replacement of a Yoga instructor. (M.D. 9/18/18 

#9). 

RESOLUTION NO. 626-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the implementation of the 2018-2019 

Marina Winter Storage Operation and Fee Schedule. 

(M.D. 9/18/18 #10). 

RESOLUTION NO. 627-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the issuance of a reimbursement check 

in connection with a summer program benefit voucher 

received from the Childcare Fund through TWU Local 

100 MTA/NYCTA. (M.D. 9/18/18 #11).

RESOLUTION NO. 628-2018; Resolution 

directing the Town Clerk to publish a notice in 

connection with Brownfield Opportunity Area 

Designations: Northwest Hicksville/Southeast 

Hicksville. (M.D. 9/18/18 #21). 

RESOLUTION NO. 629-2018; Resolution 

authorizing payment for membership in the Long 

Island Association, Inc. From September 1, 2018 

through August 31, 2019. Account No. PAD B 3620 
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47900 000 0000. (M.D. 9/18/18 #22).

RESOLUTION NO. 630-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the issuance of a refund to H.A.  

Baldwin in connection with a commercial parking 

variance amendment. Account No PAD B 0001 02110 000 

0000. (M.D. 9/18/18 #23).

RESOLUTION NO. 631-2018; Resolution 

adopting the preliminary Budget of the Town of 

Oyster Bay for the Year 2019 and directing the Town 

Clerk to advertise a Notice of Hearing. Hearing 

Date: October 16, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

(M.D. 9/18/18 #24). 

RESOLUTION NO. 632-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the property cleanup assessment of 

8 Terry Court, Glen Head, New York, performed on 

May 31, 2018, be referred to the County of Nassau 

for placement on the Nassau County Tax Assessment 

Rolls. (M.D. 9/18/18 #25).

RESOLUTION NO. 633-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the property cleanup assessment of 

165 Willfred Boulevard, Hicksville, New York, 

performed on July 11, 2018, be referred to the 

County of Nassau for placement on the Nassau County 

Tax Assessment Rolls. (M.D. 9/18/18 #26).

RESOLUTION NO. 634-2018; Resolution 
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authorizing the property cleanup assessment of 

7 Pickwick Drive South, Hicksville, New York, 

performed on July 7, 2018, be referred to the 

County of Nassau for placement on the Nassau County 

Tax Assessment Rolls. (M.D. 9/18/18 #27). 

RESOLUTION NO. 635-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the property cleanup assessment of 

99 South Merrick Road, Massapequa, New York, 

performed on July 10, 2018, be referred to the 

County of Nassau for placement on the Nassau County 

Tax Assessment Rolls. (M.D. 9/18/18 #28).

RESOLUTION NO. 636-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the property cleanup assessment of 

198 North Richmond Avenue, Massapequa, New York, 

performed on July 7, 2018, be referred to the 

County of Nassau for placement on the Nassau County 

Tax Assessment Rolls. (M.D. 9/18/18 #29).

RESOLUTION NO. 637-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the property cleanup assessment of 

142 Harrison Avenue, Bethpage, New York, performed 

on July 25, 2018, be referred to the County of 

Nassau for placement on the Nassau County Tax 

Assessment Rolls. (M.D. 9/18/18 #30).

RESOLUTION NO. 638-2018; Resolution 

authorizing appraisal services to prepare a market 
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value appraisal of a vacant lot on Mill River Road, 

Oyster Bay, New York. Account No. OTA A 1420 44110 

000 0000. (M.D. 9/18/18 #31).

RESOLUTION NO. 639-2018; Resolution 

granting request from Grenville Baker Boys and 

Girls Club in Locust Valley for the use of one 

roll-off container on October 1 through October 5, 

2018, for their organizational cleanup. (M.D. 

9/18/18 #37). 

RESOLUTION NO. 640-2018; Resolution 

granting request from the Jericho Fire District for 

the use of one roll-off container on October 5 

through October 8, 2018, for their annual Fire 

Prevention Day. (M.D. 9/18/18 #38). 

RESOLUTION NO. 641-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the installation of one temporary test 

well in Town of Oyster Bay right-of-way along 

Ludwig Lane in Bethpage, New York, in connection 

with an on-going groundwater investigation being 

conducted by the U.S. Navy in conjunction with 

NYSDEC. (M.D. 9/18/18 #39).

RESOLUTION NO. 642-2018; Resolution 

granting request from the Oyster Bay Charitable 

Fund and its Oyster Festival Committee for Town 

assistance in conducting their 2018 Oyster Festival 
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on October 13-14, 2018, for the use of Theodore 

Roosevelt Memorial Park and Beach, Beekman Beach, 

Centre Island Beach and Western Waterfront, and 

Municipal Parking Field O-6 from October 8-15, 

2018; specified road closures and temporary no 

parking signs from October 12-15, 2018; a waiver of 

Section 168-19 of the Town Code; a waiver of 

Section 205-3 of the Town Code for only sanctioned 

business participants, a waiver of Town Ordinance 

Chapter 82-3, and for the use of various Town 

equipment for the event. (M.D. 9/18/18 #40).

RESOLUTION NO. 643-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the Supervisor to execute Youth Program 

Contracts under the Workforce Innovation and 

Opportunity Act for the period October 2, 2018 

through September 30, 2020. Account No. IGA CD 6293 

48050 000 CW 2018. (M.D. 9/18/18 #20 & 9/25/18 

#19). 

RESOLUTION NO. 644-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the award of Contract No. DP18-176, 

Sodium Hypochlorite Storage Improvements at 

Marjorie R. Post and Syosset-Woodbury Community 

Parks. Account No. PKS H 7197 20000 000 1504 013. 

(M.D. 9/18/18 #32 & 9/25/18 #20).

RESOLUTION NO. 645-2018; Resolution 
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authorizing the award of Construction Contract No. 

DPW18-177, South Oyster Bay Canal Mouth Dredging 

located in Massapequa. Account Nos. PKS H 7197 

20000 000 0902 001 & PKS H 7197 20000 000 1209 001. 

(M.D. 9/18/18 #33 & 9/25/18 #21). 

RESOLUTION NO. 646-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the use of a sub-consultant for testing 

and inspection services relative to Structural 

Engineering in connection with Contract No. 

PWC19-18, Hicksville Parking Facility. (M.D. 

9/18/18 #35 & 9/25/18 #17).

RESOLUTION NO. 647A-2018; Resolution/ 

Order pertaining to the decision on the application 

of the Jericho Water District for the issuance of 

serial bonds in the amount of $7,300,000 for 

improvements to the Jericho Water District. Hearing 

held: October 2, 2018. (M.D. 9/4/18 #12).

RESOLUTION NO. 647B-2018; Resolution 

authorizing the issuance of serial bonds in the 

amount of $7,300,000 for improvements to the 

Jericho Water District. Hearing held: October 2, 

2018. (M.D. 9/4/18 #12). 

On the motion?  

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  So moved. 

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Second. 
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MR. ALTADONNA:  Motion was made by 

Councilman Muscarella, seconded by Councilman 

Macagnone. 

You have a number of speakers. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Okay.  

I do want to point out that Resolution 

638 has been removed from the calendar so if 

there's anyone who had wanted to speak on that, 

please be advised that that is no longer on today's 

calendar.  

MR. ALTADONNA:  I have not removed it. 

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  You have to 

make a motion to table it. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Please -- we have 

to do that now.

MR. ALTADONNA:  I was not aware of 

that.

SUPERVISOR SALADINO: May I have a 

motion?  

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  Supervisor, 

I'll make a motion to table Resolution 638. 

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Second. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  All in favor, 

signify by saying "Aye." 

ALL:  "Aye." 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

 Town Board Town of Oyster Bay   October 2, 2018

ON TIME COURT REPORTING
516-535-3939

15

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Opposed, 

"Nay." 

(No verbal response given.) 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  The "Ayes" have 

it.  

MR. ALTADONNA:  638 is removed.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  So if we're done 

with that, we're back to our speakers on these 

resolutions.  

Paul Molinari, please step forward.  

MR. MOLINARI:  Good afternoon, 

Mr. Supervisor, Board members. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Good afternoon. 

MR. MOLINARI:  Paul Molinari, 332 West 

Nicholai Street, Hicksville.  

I want to address two resolutions 

today.  

Resolution 628, I recognize that that's 

just a resolution to post a public notice of 

hearing, but I wanted to stress that these 

Brownfield opportunities, areas for Northwest and 

Southwest Hicksville impact three civics.

They've been dormant for many, many 

years.  I've gone to the meetings back then.  I 

don't remember when the last time the meeting was 
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and I just wanted to stress that the reports be 

made public before the hearing on the Town website 

so we can, once again, refresh our memories because 

I know Northwest includes part of my civic area, 

Duffy Avenue, and it also includes the Northwest 

Civic.  Southwest is Hicksville Gardens Civic 

Association. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Paul, we're so 

glad you brought that up because we have already 

been working on a plan to do just that very thing 

that you're asking now.  

The plan will be available on the Town 

of Oyster Bay website and will additionally be 

available in hard copy form at the Hicksville 

library beginning October 9th. 

MR. MOLINARI:  Good.  Thank you.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  And I'm hoping 

that you'll take the time to read through it 

carefully.  

MR. MOLINARI:  I will.  I'll read 

through it online.  I don't go -- I don't go to the 

library that often.  Everything is online.  You can 

do it in the comfort of -- your easy chair.  

The other issue is Resolution 645.  

This is the dredging.  I must state, I'm not 
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opposed to dredging, but I raised it in an e-mail 

to everybody on this Board about four or five weeks 

ago.  I raised it again at the last Board meeting.  

I would like to know what tests were done on the 

material that's being dredged, how is it going to 

be disposed of, where it's going to be disposed of.  

Also, I don't know if it's the same 

area that was written up in Newsday back in August, 

but they said the contract back then was for 

1.5 million, now the contract is at 2.3 million.

If it's the same contract, why is it at 

2.3 million and why are we accepting it and not 

rebidding it?  

So I'm really concerned on the 

environmental issues, what the contaminants are, 

what was tested.  And as my wife sometimes says, my 

name should be Thomas because I like to see, read 

and see what's really -- really know what's going 

on.  

Once again, I would request that you 

make that information available.  

Thank you.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you, Paul.

To expand on this issue, the Town of 

Oyster Bay is not allowed to do dredging, nor would 
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we without all of the proper permits in place.  

Included in those permits, come from the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation.  

The Department of Environmental 

Conservation is extremely thorough before they 

allow permission for a dredging of any kind to take 

place.  The Town has had to submit to them, a full 

plan that includes our deep watering of these 

dredged materials, includes the testing, and we can 

assure you that this will be done appropriately, 

very safely, and that at no time will we risk any 

of our environmental resources.  At no time will 

there be a danger to the -- our waters, to our 

residents or the shellfish and other species of 

animals that live in that environment.  

I'm going to ask -- just because this 

is your second time asking these questions and we 

want you to feel very, very relieved that we're 

going about this in a very safe manner -- and I'm 

going to ask Commissioner Richard Lenz to please 

step up so we can address this and get this 

resolved once and for all.  

Commissioner, would you kindly begin by 

stating your presence? 

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Sure.  
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How are you doing?  My name is Richard 

Lenz, Commissioner of Department of Public Works 

and Highway. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Commissioner, 

this has been something that our residents have 

been asking for, for quite some time.  I meet with 

residents, I listen to their concerns, and they 

have told us that as time has gone by, silt and 

deposits build up in canals, especially in the 

mouths of the canals, making it unsafe and making 

it very difficult for the ingress and egress in and 

out of these canals.  

There was a series of articles in our 

daily newspaper on Long Island Newsday some time 

back that spoke of our waterways being choked off. 

When I say, "our," Long Island waterways.  They did 

not focus on Town of Oyster Bay waterways, but the 

issue of waterways being choked off as the bottom 

changes, sandbars build, and the unsafe conditions 

as well as access.  

There's been, quite frankly, many 

articles in all of the media outlets about access 

to environmental resources, whether they be an open 

space in a field, in the woods or in the marine 

environment.  
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Can you talk to us about the process 

and the permits that we've gotten to assure our 

residents that we're going by a process that is 

regulated, that is protected and that is safe?  

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  As you stated 

earlier, the process for permitting is really 

exhausting.  You know, for good checks and 

balances, it goes through the DEC, it goes through 

the Army Corps of Engineers and it also goes 

through the Department of State.  So all three are 

looking at the all of our permits separately.  

In this proposal, what we're planning 

on doing is five different dredge mouth areas 

for -- excuse me, with five mouth areas, canal 

mouth areas for dredging.  Most of these areas were 

due to storms we had the last couple of years and 

it took us a long time to get the permits.  I just 

got the Army Corps of Engineers permits last week. 

So we've been working on this.  This 

actually started before I even started with the 

Town.  They -- the Town had submitted for -- 

submitted for the permits.  I have since updated 

them since I came here.  What we will be doing is, 

as the Supervisor said, we will be testing all the 

soils and we have in the past, we will be doing 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

 Town Board Town of Oyster Bay   October 2, 2018

ON TIME COURT REPORTING
516-535-3939

21

that again.  

The -- what we're going to do is after 

the soil is dredged, we're going to bring it over 

to Tobay.  It will be in an area, a penned-in area 

that we're going to construct.  The contractor is 

instructed to construct with filter fabric and the 

water will be drained off of the soils.  And then 

that soils, which has some debris in it from the 

storms, that will then be trucked off site to a 

disposal site.  

So this particular time, we are not 

able to reuse the soil.  In the past, we had been 

able to reuse the soil to put it on the dunes, 

things like that, but not in this particular case 

because of the vast debris that was mixed in with 

this, the -- 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Sediment.

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Sediment.  

Thank you.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Okay.  Thank you 

very, very much.  

And I'll ask you going forward -- 

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Oh -- 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Yes.

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  One other quick 
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thing, too, that was asked was the -- when we 

estimated, we estimated it at 1.8.  It came in 

higher than our engineer's estimates, but we're 

saying that this is too important to go out to 

rebid and start all over again.  The permitting 

that we got allows us to start October 1st to 

December, so now is the time to be doing this. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  So what you're 

telling us is, by law, there is a very small 

window -- 

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Yes.

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  -- by which this 

activity can take place?  

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Yes.  

There's two types of species, I don't 

have that information with me right this second, 

but there's two type of species that after that, we 

cannot dredge and then we'd have to wait.

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Until next 

October. 

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Exactly.  So we'd 

have to wait until next October again, so we're 

losing another boating season for some of these 

channel -- for the boats to get out of these 

channels and areas, so that's why we're working on 
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the canal mouths. 

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  That time, the 

cost might be higher, labor cost could go up.  

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Absolutely.  Yes.

So that's why our recommendation is to 

go along what was -- 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Very good point.

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  -- what was bid.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you, 

Commissioner.  

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Thank you.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  And going 

forward, please keep Mr. Molinari in the loop 

because he is obviously very interested in getting 

all of the information on this subject. 

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Absolutely.  He did 

send us some questions and we did respond, but 

we'll get him some additional information. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you.  We 

appreciate that.  

The next speaker is Arthur Adelman. 

MR. ADELMAN:  Hi, everybody.  

Arthur Adelman, 110 Dubois Avenue, 

Sea Cliff, New York.  

I'm here to speak about a few 
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resolutions.  

The first would be Resolution 604 

regarding the solid waste planning done by one of 

our engineering contractors, Cashin.  

Last month, I talked about Resolution 

600 where Cashin had to increase the original bid 

from 80,000 to 245,000, and wanted additional 

funding.  In this case, Cashin won a bid or gave us 

a price to do work at the Bethpage Solid Waste 

disposal complex for $91,000 -- no, $118,000, and 

now they're asking for an additional $91,000.  I 

think Cashin -- I think -- this is Cashin 

Associates as opposed to Cashin Technical Services, 

both of Hauppauge.  

Number one, I don't know if they've -- 

why they keep raising their prices after they've 

bid something to us, and if we have full disclosure 

reports on this company on file from other bids 

that they've won. 

The other item I was talking about 

today was No. 646 regarding the parking garage 

where our -- one of our engineering firms, Hirani, 

is requesting to grant a company called Future Tech 

Consultants as a sub-consultant on the parking 

garage.  I thought Cashin was our engineering firm 
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on the parking garage and we've already given them 

$300,000, and now we're going to give a sub 

sub-consultant additional funds and I'm not sure 

what they're supposed to be doing. 

Lastly, I question Resolution 644 and 

645.  644 for $580,000, bid was accepted to do work 

at Marjorie Post Park.  I don't -- I could not find 

the original RFP on that.  I don't see any 

oversight on that.  And the dredging operation for 

two -- almost two and a quarter million dollars, 

I'm curious why we're not getting -- are we getting 

funded at all by the Army -- what do they call it, 

the Army Corps of Engineers that helps Long Beach 

with all their -- all their stuff?  Are we getting 

any State Or Federal aid to do that dredging?  

And lastly, on all four items, I would 

vote no on because, again, we still do not have an 

Inspector General and we're spending a lot of money 

here.  And I just don't see any oversight and I'm 

very disappointed that we haven't gotten to that 

yet. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  We're working on 

that, sir, and there is a tremendous amount of 

oversight on any money spent in this Town, but I 

appreciate you coming up on that.  
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If you take your seat, we'll get you 

some information.  

In terms of the improvements at 

Marjorie Post Park and Syosset Woodbury Community 

Park, the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation has mandates on -- 

especially when -- it has mandates on many, many 

things, especially when it comes to chemicals like 

chlorine.  

We use chlorine and chlorine-type 

products to keep the water in our pools safe.  They 

can't leak, they have to be enclosed, it has to be 

double fiberglass walled containers for that, and 

we are complying.  This process is to comply with 

the State law to ensure that we have housed of 

these chemicals and this operation in a way that 

meets all of their mandates. 

In terms of the issue with Future Tech, 

I'm going to ask the Commissioner to come up so 

that we can get you that information.  

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Hello, again.  

On Future Tech -- well, let me back up 

for second.  

On the original question about Cashin, 

Cashin was hired to do the project labor agreement 
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for the garage and there's oversight that's needed 

for that.  So that's the Cashin part. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  So you're saying 

it's a mandated expense?  

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Yes.  

The Hirani part is for the structural 

design and construction oversight.  We also hired 

Future Tech to assist Hirani with special 

inspection.  There's special inspection that's 

required on the concrete, the steel.  That's what 

Future Tech was.  

That's already part of Hirani's 

original estimate.  The problem is, is that we 

never put it before the Board to authorize FDC 

to -- for expenditure purposes. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  So you're stating 

that this is already factored into the cost --

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Yes, it is. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  -- but in order 

to comply with all of the laws that the Town must 

comply with, we're going through this process, 

bringing it back before the Board to ensure that 

we're crossing out T's and dotting our I's as it 

applies to this procurement of services?  

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Absolutely. 
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COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Commissioner, 

how many bids did we get on that?  

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  For --  

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Future Tech. 

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  For Future Tech?

That was hired through Hirani.  It was 

not a bid. 

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Okay.  

Thank you.  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Commissioner, if 

I could just ask, on 604, it looks to me like it's 

an encumbrance order.  

Is this an increase upon the original 

bid or this is just to encumber funds that were 

previously contemplated?  

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  It was -- that's 

not -- that -- engineering is not bid.  Engineering 

is RFP'd.  No big deal.  I want to make sure that 

everybody understands because there seems to be a 

mixup of when you bid a contractor, you RFP.  So 

usually what happens is it's probably, you know, 30 

to 40 pages of information that the consultant 

writes how they've done this work before and stuff 

like this. 

Okay.  So on Cashin, it's an extension 
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of some of the stuff they've been doing at the Old 

Bethpage landfill.  We have tenants that are there 

that we have to get off the site.  We have -- 

there's certain rules and regulations that we need 

to do as far as oversight of the landfill.  

The single stream, dual stream, we're 

looking into now, so this will all be taken into 

account in that.  This does not mean that they can 

spend the full amount.  It just means that we're 

opening up the bank account for this amount and 

that it's up to me to authorize them on a daily 

basis what they'll be spending the funding for. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  I appreciate the 

clarification, and I did misspeak, but just to 

reiterate the question --

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Yes. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  -- so we 

basically -- in like layman's terms, we allocated 

"X" amount for this project and we're just taking 

some of "X" amount to pay them; we haven't 

increased the amount?  

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Right.  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Okay.  

Thank you. 

MR. ADELMAN:  From what I've read, I 
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disagree with that.  

Resolution 861-2017 last December was 

for $111,000.  

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Last December?  

MR. ADELMAN:  Resolution 861-2017 last 

December was for $111,000. 

Now, this new one is for an additional 

$91,000.  I'm not sure.  I don't get all the 

backup. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Yeah, I think I 

was confused by that, too, but I think that 

there's, I believe, another resolution that 

predates this 118 of 2018, which originally 

authorized, or contemplated for the project, let's 

say, $200,000.  

Then Resolution 118 encumbered 111, 

leaving about 90, and now we're spending the other 

90 that was still in the same. 

MR. ADELMAN:  Resolution 118 was for 

$111,000. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Encumbered.

Encumbering means we're taking the 

money that's put aside for a project and spending 

it. 

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Right.  
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You're saying -- what we're saying is 

that we open up -- we authorize them up to a point, 

but we didn't go that point.  We went below that.  

We are authorizing pieces of that original 

authorization. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Right.  

Arthur, for your records, it's 867 of 

2017, was the original resolution on that. 

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Thank you. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Thank you. 

MR. ADELMAN:  I'll go look at it again. 

One question, has Atlantic issued full 

disclosures to the Town?  

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Yes.  Yes, that 

goes to the Town Attorney's office as soon as -- 

that's part of their documentation and that goes to 

the Town Attorney's office. 

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  We received five 

bids for that contract, if I'm not mistaken.  

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  We received five 

bids for that contact, yes.  

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Thank you. 

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  And they were all 

in the same area. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you, 
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Commissioner.  

MR. ADELMAN:  What about Future Tech, 

they give a full disclosure?  

COMMISSIONER LENZ:  Future Tech did 

give full disclosure.  

Every consultant has to -- every 

consultant or contractor has to give full 

disclosure.  

And as I said, we submit that to the 

Town Attorney's office.  They're the ones that keep 

those files on record.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  If you'd like to, 

touch base after the meeting is over with the Town 

Attorney's Office to get more information. 

MR. ADELMAN:  No problem. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  All right.  

Our next speaker is Larry Sklar. 

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  I don't believe 

Larry's here right now. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Not here at this 

time.  

Can someone just check and see if he's 

in the ante room or just outside?  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  It's pretty cold 

up here, Supervisor.
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You trying to freeze us out?  

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  Yeah, it's 

freezing up here.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Not at all.

Clearly, between us, there's a lot of 

warmth. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Maybe a lot of 

hot air. 

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Thank you, 

Ralph.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thanks.  Thank so 

much.  All right.  

We don't have any other speakers on the 

Resolution, so I will ask for correspondence, 

please. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  No correspondence, but 

we can call for the vote. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Well, then please 

proceed.  

MR. ALTADONNA:  Okay.  

Now, this is to vote on TF-16-18 

through 647B, noting that 604 was added to the 

calendar.  

On the vote:  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  And that -- 
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MR. ALTADONNA:  I'm sorry?  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  And that 638 was 

tabled.  

MR. ALTADONNA:  638 was tabled.  

On the vote:

Supervisor Saladino?  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  "Aye." 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Councilman Muscarella?  

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  "Aye." 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Councilman Macagnone?  

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  I just want to 

say, on 610, I got this flyer in the mail saying 

Supervisor Saladino presents Family Fall Fair 

Festival.  I was going to thank him for paying for 

this.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  There'll be 

plenty of candy for you.  

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Thank you, sir.  

I vote "no" on 646.

"Aye" on the rest. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  No, on 646, okay.  

Councilwoman Alesia?  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  I'm an abstention 

on 620, 628. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Let me get up here.
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620, because I don't want to have 

Ms. Beth Faughnan come down. 

620 is an "abstention."  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  628. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  628. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  638.  

MR. ALTADONNA:  638, okay.  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  Well, that was 

removed, that was tabled.  Sorry.  643. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  643. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  645. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  645. 

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  And 646.  

MR. ALTADONNA:  646.  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  That's under my 

continued objection to allocating funds and issuing 

contracts until we have an Inspector General in 

place.  

"Aye" as to the rest. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Thank you.  

Councilwoman Johnson?  

COUNCILWOMAN JOHNSON:  I vote "Aye." 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Thank you.

Councilman Imbroto?  

COUNCILMAN IMBROTO:  I vote "Aye." 
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MR. ALTADONNA:  Councilman Hand?  

COUNCILMAN HAND:  "Aye." 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Okay.  Here we go.  

Just to clarify, Councilwoman Alesia, 

is 604, you're voting "Aye"?  

COUNCILWOMAN ALESIA:  I voted "Aye" on 

that. 

MR. ALTADONNA:  Okay.  

On 604, including TF-16-18 through 619 

passes with seven "Ayes."  

620 is six "Ayes" and one "abstention."

621 through 627 is seven "Ayes." 

628 is six "Ayes" and one "abstention."  

629 through 637 is seven "Ayes." 

638 was removed from the table.  

639 through 642 is seven "Ayes." 

643 is six "Ayes" and one "abstention."

644 is seven "Ayes." 

645 is six "Ayes" and one "abstention."

646 is five "Ayes," one "no," one 

"abstention."

647A and 647B is seven "Ayes." 

The calendar is complete.  

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Thank you.  

We have -- we're done, so I'll ask for 
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a motion to close our meeting. 

COUNCILMAN MUSCARELLA:  Supervisor, 

I'll make a motion to close the meeting.  

COUNCILMAN MACAGNONE:  Second. 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  All in favor, 

please signify by saying "Aye." 

ALL:  "Aye." 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  Those opposed, 

"Nay." 

(No verbal response given.) 

SUPERVISOR SALADINO:  The "Ayes" have 

it. 

(TIME NOTED:  12:51 P.M.)
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