








Daniel Lewis Downing enlisted despite the 
objections of his father. Daniel Underhill, 
also of Oyster Bay, wrote to his sister how he 
had witnessed his close friend Daniel Downing 
get shot and fall from his horse in the fierce 
cavalry fighting at Aldie, Virginia, in 1863. 
Underhill suffered a bullet wound to his arm 
in the same battle. 
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John Wansor of Locust Valley, who 
served in the Harris Light Cavalry. 
He survived the war and later died 
in a fire at his Locust Valley home 

in 1906.

The Harris Light Cavalry was named 
for U.S.  Senator Ira Harris  of 
A l b a n y ,  w h o  h e l pe d  r a i se  s i x 
companies. In December 1861, the 
regiment received a unique Tiffany 
& Co. embroidered flag bearing his 
likeness. In 1971, this flag was sand-
wiched between two layers of nylon net-
ting with additional layers of purple 
fabric to fill in the losses. The netting and 
purple fabric were later removed, and 
the flag now sits on top of compensa-
tion fabrics to indicate its original size.



Stephen Decatur James, named after the famous naval hero, 
was born in Oyster Bay in 1842. On August 23, 1862, he was 
enlisted into Company C of the 102nd New York Infantry 
by Walter R. Hewlett at Huntington. Pvt. James survived 
the Civil War and returned to Oyster Bay. He married a 
daughter of William Pettit. At the time of his death in 1896, 
he was working as a bartender at the Trout Pond Inn, which 
was operated by another Civil War veteran, John A. Franklin, 
who had served in the 3rd Missouri Cavalry. Stephen Decatur 
James is not mentioned anywhere in the Oyster Bay Civil War 
records because he had enlisted at Huntington, which kept its 
own records. This was the case for many young men from 
Oyster Bay who enlisted elsewhere. The converse is also true; 
many young men from other jurisdictions enlisted at Oyster 
Bay because of the very liberal bounty offered by the Town 
and by Queens County.  

Butler Coles was born at Dosoris (now Glen Cove) April 10, 
1831, and was a son of Butler Coles and Julia Weeks and a 
grandson of Major General Nathaniel Coles, a hero of the War 
of 1812. His sister Miriam Doughty Coles Harris was the author 
of “Rutledge,” published in 1859, and many other novels. Coles 
married Mary Townsend of Oyster Bay on October 18, 1857. In 
May 1862, Coles mustered with the 22nd New York Volunteers, 
which served at Baltimore and Harper’s Ferry until September 
5, 1862, when the members mustered out at New York. Coles 
then enlisted into Company C of the Harris Light Cavalry and 
was given a commission as a Second Lieutenant and assigned 
as Quartermaster  for the Harris Light Cavalry. He later was 
promoted to First Lieutenant and became an aid to General 
Judson Kilpatrick, commander of the Harris Light Cavalry. 
Lt. Coles was captured and was held prisoner at Libby Prison, 
but was exchanged after seven months captivity. He mustered 
out on September 10, 1864, and returned to Oyster Bay. He died 
on October 24, 1888, in New York City. He was buried at St. 

Paul’s Episcopal Church Cemetery in Glen Cove. Note the “feet” behind Coles. They are holding an 
adjustable-height single column pipe leg with a neck brace to keep people steady during the longer 
exposure times of early photography. The stands were often referred to as “Brady stands”after 
the noted photographer Mathew B. Brady, even though there is no proven connection between 
Brady and the stand’s invention ca. 1855. Brady is best known for the thousands of photographs 
he took during the Civil War, many of which were graphic in showing the realities of war in a way 
no artist’s impression could. They are considered by most experts to be the most important visual 
documentation of the war.  
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Bounty Certificate of John B. Tappen of Oyster Bay. The Harris Light 

Cavalry issued these certificates so recruits could collect their bounties.
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The 26th US Colored Regiment, that mustered and trained on Riker’s Island, 
New York, parades at Camp William Penn, Pennsylvania.
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After the enactment of the Emancipation 
Proclamation on January 1, 1863, posters such 
as the one on the right broadcast a national call 
for African-American men to enlist in the Union 
army. Frederick Douglass and other African-
American leaders endorsed the appeal, and by 
war’s end, almost 200,000 African-Americans 
had served in the Union forces. 
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Samples of Civil War recruitment posters. The posters enticed 
men with patriotic appeals, enlistment bonuses, and promises of 
well supplied units with experienced officers. Patriotic imagery 
contributed to the appeal. Some were designed to appeal to certain 
segments of the population, such as posters in German, or with 
harps and shamrocks to appeal to an Irish constituency.
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On April 12, 1861, a group of military enthusiasts gathered in Manhattan to form a volunteer regiment 
for two year’s service in the cause of the Union. Their choice for commander of what was initially called 
the “Advance Guard” was Colonel Abram Duryée, a wealthy mahogany importer with three decades of 
experience in the 7th New York State Militia. At Duryée’s suggestion, the new unit was outfitted in a 
colorful variation of the French Zouave uniform. The flashy attire, and Duryée’s reputation, attracted 
hundreds of volunteers for the 5th New York Volunteer Infantry, or “Duryée’s Zouaves,” as the unit 
came to be called.  While most recruits hailed from Manhattan, Long Island, including some men 
from Oyster Bay, also supplied a sizeable contingent. The regiment saw action in the Civil War’s first 
infantry battle on Virginia soil, Big Bethel, as well asHanover Courthouse, Gaines’ Mill, Second Bull 
Run (Manassas), Antietam, Fredericksburg and Chancellorsburg, earning a reputation as a fierce and 
disciplined fighting force. The  surviving members of the unit returned to New York to muster out on 
May 14, 1863, but some went on to serve in the 146th New York, 165th New York  and the 5th Veteran 
Volunteers. This photo, taken early in the 20th Century, shows aged veterans of the Duryee Zouaves 
marching in a Memorial Day parade on Manhattan’s Riverside Drive. 

Abram Duryée (April 29, 1815 – September 27, 1890), commander of 
the unit that was named for him. Born into a family with a history of 
military service...his grandfather fought in the American Revolution, 
and his father and two uncles were  officers during the War of 1812...
he joined the New York State Militia in 1833 and rose to the rank 
of Colonel. He was promoted to Brigidier General after his Zouaves 
distinguished themselves at Big Bethel. Interestingly, his son Jacob 
also served as a general in the Civil War.
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