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TOWN OF OYSTER BAY
MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
December 31, 2013

As management of the Town of Oyster Bay (the “Town"), we offer readers of the financial statements this
narrative overview and analysis of the financial activities for the year ended December 31, 2013. We encourage
readers to consider the information presented here, in conjunction with additional information that we have
furnished in our letter of transmittal of this report.

OVERVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

The discussion and analysis is intended to serve as an introduction to the Town’s basic financial statements.
The Town’s basic financial statements are comprised of the following components: 1) government-wide financial
statements, 2) fund financial statements and 3) notes to basic financial statements. This report also contains
supplementary information in addition to the basic financial statements themselves.
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Government-wide Financial Statements

The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the Town's
finances, in a manner similar to a private-sector business. The intent of the government-wide financial
statements is to give the reader a long-term view of the Town'’s financial condition.

The Statement of Net Position presents financial information on all of the Town’s assets, liabilities and deferred
inflows/outflows of resources, with the difference reported as net position. This combines and consolidates the
Town’s current financial resources with capital assets and long-term obligations. The purpose of this statement
is to give the reader an understanding of the Town’s total net worth. Over time, increases or decreases in the
Town’s net position is one indicator of whether its financial health is improving or deteriorating. You will need to
consider other nonfinancial factors, however, such as changes in the Town’s property tax base and the
condition of the Town’s buildings, roads, drainage and other assets to assess the overall health of the Town.

The Statement of Activities presents information showing how the Town’s net position changed during the most
recent year. Revenues and expenses are reported by activity to give the reader an understanding of how each
of the Town's activities is being supported. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying
event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus, revenues and
expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods. This
method is known as the accrual basis of accounting and is different from the modified accrual basis of
accounting used in the Town’s fund financial statements.
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